


Welcome 
to 
South 
Essex 
College

We provide a broad range 
of vocational and academic 
courses for 16 to 18-year-olds. 

We believe that everyone should benefit from 
stronger foundations for education and training 
and better prospects that launch them into 
long-term education, employment or enterprise. 
We develop the skills and confidence every 
student needs to realise their full potential.

Real skills for your 
future through 
industry linked 
education and 
training courses
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Our College  
has been  
graded as a 
GOOD provider

• Learners’ good standards of behaviour 
contribute to a welcoming environment 
in the college in which learners enjoy 
learning and show respect for the 
ideas and views of others. In lessons, 
learners develop the ability to express 
themselves confidently, participate 
enthusiastically, work well together and 
readily seek support when they need it.

• Well-planned tutorials enable learners 
to learn about, practise and reflect on 
the personal skills they will need in 
their future life. Tutors regularly review 
learners’ progress and successfully 
encourage a large majority to stay on 
track to succeed on their course.

• Learners feel safe, and are kept safe, in 
college. They know how to report any 
concerns and most can remember and 
apply their lessons about online safety 
and personal health and safety, and 
also those which raised their awareness 
of radicalisation and extremism.

• A high proportion of learners 
aged 16 to 18 progress to further 
education or training at a higher 
level, including increasing numbers 
who move on to higher education.

• A large majority of apprentices 
remain in employment, gain 
promotion or continue to a 
higher level apprenticeship.

• The majority of learners benefit 
from timely and effective impartial 
information, advice and guidance.
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WHAT OUR STUDENTS 
SAY ABOUT OUR STAFF 
(taken from student nominations for staff AAA awards) 2017:

‘She goes above and beyond to help and support 
students, without her I would have struggled through 
my third year. She always knows how to cheer you 
up if you are feeling unconfident with your work 
and always helps to the best of her ability.’
‘He always manages to 
help us students when 
we need him and he 
never fails to help people 
who are upset.’

‘She sits down with 
us and explains it to us 
in a way that we will 
understand and has 
patience with us until we 
understand it’, she is so 
helpful to the class.’

‘She is an amazing 
member of staff that 
inspires everyone around 
her to try their best.’
‘Puts others before 
himself and treats us with 
respect. He deserves to be 
shown some gratitude for 
his hard work and support 
he gives every day.’

WHAT OUR STAFF SAY 
ABOUT OUR STUDENTS 
(taken from staff nominations for celebrating success student awards) 2017:

‘Hardworking, ambitious 
individual who has used her 
independence and resource-
fulness to achieve standards of 
work that are well above her 
level.’
‘She has really excelled in 
everything she has been tasked 
with and always turns up pre-
pared to learn in order to en-
hance her future prospects.’

‘She’s determined to work 
with children, and throughout 
her course has sought extra 
support and attended work-
shops independently, gaining 
so much confidence on her 
educational journey.’
‘A model learner who not 
only works very well and 
completes her work in a timely 
fashion, but also takes the 
time to look out for her fellow 
peers.’

‘He produces work of a very 
high standard, his attendance 
and punctuality to all sessions 
is impeccable whilst his 
performances for the College 
Football Academy have been 
exceptional.’
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Help before 
you enrol

Course advice
If you are not sure which course is 
right for you, we are here to help. Our 
expert course advisers are available 
face-to-face at open events, and on the 
telephone or via email on weekdays.

Email: courseadvisers@southessex.ac.uk

Application advice
If you would like advice about how to 
make an application, or what happens 
next, please contact our applicant advisers. 
After you have applied, you can check 
the status of your application online.

Email: admissions@southessex.ac.uk

Career advice
Our expert careers coaches are always 
happy to help. Whether it is course or 
career advice or even if you are thinking 
of continuing your studies elsewhere, we 
will help you reach informed decisions.

Pastoral Support
If you need to speak to someone 
confidentially about any issues including 
pastoral support there is easy access to 
our safeguarding & pastoral team as 
well as specialist support groups and 
organisations. The college also has trained 
counsellors available to all students. 

If you have a pastoral or safeguarding need 
and would like to discuss this, contact the 
safeguarding & pastoral team who will 
be happy to meet to discuss your needs. 

Email: safeguarding@southessex.ac.uk

Learners receive good support in acquiring new skills 

and knowledge through the extra help available to 

them from a wide range of support staff, regular 

reviews of their progress and useful online resources.

Our advisers are on hand to support  
your application every step of the way.

As well as being able to speak to our advisers,  
you can access an online help section on the College website. 

CALL: 0845 52 12345*

WEB: www.southessex.ac.uk/help

* Calls cost up to 7p per minute and your 
phone company’s access charge
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Why should I 
take a BTEC?
They are recognised by a large number of companies across a wide 
range of industries. As well as being developed in partnership 
with industry representatives so all employer and student needs 
are met, many professional bodies offer successful BTEC students 
exemptions for their own accredited qualifications.

If you do not perform well under exam 
conditions, a BTEC will allow you to 
undertake a number of units for which 
you will present evidence, based on real 
life work and studies. This means you can 
demonstrate your skills and knowledge 
through a practical situation rather 
than sweating it out in an exam hall. 

How do BTEC 
qualifications 
work?
There are different sizes of BTEC 
qualification at each level. Generally:

• the smallest is the Award 

• then the Certificate 

• the largest is the Diploma 

• results are graded as pass, 
merit or distinction

The number of units varies 
according to the level, 
design and focus of each 
qualification, and all 
students complete realistic 
work-based assignments, 
which are internally assessed.

What are my 
options? 
If you are trying to choose between 
A-levels and Vocational courses, the best 
approach is to think about what you 
want to do at the next stage (you may 
find that you need A-levels to progress 
or that more practical experience is 
required). Think about what type of 
learning you prefer and pick the option 
that fits best with these factors. 

A-levels and support
A-levels provide you with a traditional 
pathway to university and offer 
prospective employers the higher 
level qualifications they look for.

For more information about 
A-levels and a full listings of the 
courses on offer see page 14 

Vocational qualifications
Vocational courses offer you a different 
learning experience to A-levels which 
lean more towards academic learning. 

If you are looking for higher level 
qualifications that combine vocational 
training with traditional classwork, we 
offer vocational qualifications such as 
BTEC, CACHE, VTCT or City & Guilds:

• they are vocational and work-related 
courses, designed to accommodate 
needs of employers and allow students 
to progress to further and higher 
education 

• they take a practical approach to 
learning, without missing any of the 
important theory on the subject

GCSE CONVERTER

OLD grade = NEW grade

A*+ / A* = 9

A*- / A+ = 8

A / A- = 7

B+ / B = 6

B- / C+ = 5*

C / C- = 4 New National Avg.

D = 3

E = 2

F / G = 1

U = 0

UCAS TARIFF CONVERTER

Grade UCAS Points
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  A* = 56

A = 48

B = 40

C = 32

D = 24

E = 16
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DDD = 144

DDM = 128

DMM = 112

MMM = 96

MMP = 80

MPP = 64

PPP = 48

You will be provided with 
guidance and support by your 
tutor to help you meet deadlines 
and reach your full potential.
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SKILLS
Planning

Organisation

Academic study

sciences

language  

literature 

history

social sciences

creative arts 

media

maths

business

law

 
A-levels EDUCATION

Level 3

CAREERS
These courses will 
prepare you for 
higher education at 
university or college

Biology
Business
Chemistry
Drama and Theatre
English Language 
and Literature 
English Literature 
Film 
Fine Art 
Geography 
History
Law
Maths 
Media
Photography 
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
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Biology A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015 

What’s covered?
Year one:
• biological molecules
• cells
• organisms exchange substances 

with their environment
• genetic information, variation and 

relationships between organisms
Year two:
• energy transfers in and 

between organisms
• organisms respond to changes in their 

internal and external environments
• genetics, populations, 

evolution and ecosystems
• the control of gene expression

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 100%, including 

12 assessed practicals

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade six/grade B or above
• biology, chemistry and physics 

or double award science at 
grade six/grade B or above

• two additional GCSEs at grade 
four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or college 

to study medicine, dentistry, veterinary 
science, marine biology, forensic 
science, nursing or physiotherapy

Business Studies A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• planning and financing a business
• managing a business
Year two:
• strategies for success
• the business environment 

and managing change

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 100%

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade six/grade B or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our 
BA (Hons) Business Studies 
degree at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Chemistry A-level
OCR

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• development of practical 

skills in chemistry
• foundations in chemistry
• periodic table and energy
• core organic chemistry
Year two:
• physical chemistry and 

transition elements
• organic chemistry and analysis

How will my work be assessed?
Year two:
• three written papers: 100% 

exam including:
• 12 assessed practicals

Entry requirements
• maths at grade six/grade B or above
• English language at grade 

four/grade C or above
• chemistry or double award science 

at grade six/grade B or above
• two additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college to study science, 
medicine or veterinary science
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Drama and Theatre Studies A-level
Edexel

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• exploration of drama and theatre
• theatre text in performance
Year two:
• exploration of dramatic performance
• theatre text in context

How will my work be assessed?
• practical assessment: devising 

group performance and 
monologue/duologue: 40%

• exam: theatre makers in practice 
eg Stanislavski: 40%

• coursework: text in performance: 20%

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above
• a successful audition

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our HND 
Performance at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

English Language and 
Literature A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• Novel Frankenstein
• AQA Paris Anthology
• AQA Poetry Anthology: Carol 

Ann Duffy, Meantime
Year two:
• Coursework (20%) 
• Comparison of a Literary 

and Non-literary Text
• Novel The Great Gatsby; recasting 

and commentary tasks
• Drama Text: A Streetcar Named Desire

How will my work be assessed?
• written exams: 80%
• coursework: 20%

Entry requirements
• English language and English literature 

at grade six/grade B or above
• maths at grade four/grade C or above
• two additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or college 

in the creative and social sciences, 
such as journalism or creative writing

English Literature 
A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
• literary genres: aspects of tragedy
• a Shakespeare play, second drama 

text, one novel and poetry
• evaluate approaches to, for 

example, heroes, villains, women, 
race, politics and power

• text and genres: elements of 
political and social protest writing

• a post-2000 novel, one poetry text, 
one other text prose or drama

• explore power and powerlessness 
at the core of each text

• coursework covering theory and 
independence: select two texts and 
analyse them through the lens of a 
specific critical theory, for example 
Marxism, feminism or post-colonialism

How will my work be assessed?
• written examination: 80%
• coursework components: 20%

Entry requirements
• English language OR English literature 

at grade six/grade B or above
• maths at grade four/grade C or above
• two additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college in the creative and social 
sciences, such as English literature, 
drama, law, history or sociology
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Film Studies A-level
WJEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• British and American cinema, 

incorporating topics such as genre, 
narrative, cinematography and a focus 
upon a specific era of British cinema

• two pieces of coursework are 
required, a formal essay and 
either a photographed storyboard 
or an extended step outline 
of an original concept

Year two:
• world cinema as an alternative 

to Hollywood cinema
• the role of spectatorship in the viewing 

process, with a particular emphasis 
on emotional response to film texts

• a close-study of a chosen film
• a small-scale research project on 

a chosen area of study (usually 
of a director, genre or star)

• a screenplay

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework: 20%
• exams: 80%

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our BA 
(Hons) Film and Television 
Production at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Fine Art A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
• painting
• drawing
• photography
• printing
• sculpture
• mixed media
Year one:
• coursework unit – portfolios, 

sketch books and final pieces
Year two:
• coursework including practical 

work and extended essay 60%
• externally set assignment 

40% February - June

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework portfolio: 60%
• externally set assignment: 40%

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade four/grade C or above
• art at grade four/grade C or above
• two additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above
• you will also be required to 

submit an art portfolio

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college including our BA (Hons) 
Fine Art at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Geography A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• physical and human geography
• geographical skills
• One compulsory field trip
Year two:
• contemporary geographical issues
• fieldwork investigation or 

geographical issue evaluation
• 3 compulsory field trips

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 100%

Entry requirements
• one grade six/grade B and one 

grade four/grade C or above in 
English language and geography

• maths at grade four/grade C or above
• two additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or college 

to study subjects such as geography, 
geology and environmental studies

History A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
• British history consisting of the study of 

the Tudor Dynasty from 1483 to 1603
• European history dealing with Nazi 

Germany from 1933 to 1945
• Tsarist and Soviet Russia from 1855 

to 1991 (Coursework essay 20%)
Year one:
• change and consolidation
• historical issues: periods of change
Year two:
• the state and the people: 

change and continuity
• historical enquiry

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 80%
• Coursework essay: 20%

Entry requirements
• maths at grade four/grade C or above
• English language at grade 

six/grade B or above 
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or college 

to study subjects such as history, 
politics, law, social work and journalism

20 21

SK
ILL

S 
| E

DU
CA

TI
ON

 | 
CA

RE
ER

S SKILLS | EDUCATION | CAREERS
A-

le
ve

ls
A-levels



Law A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• law making and the legal system: 

the different ways in which law is 
created, the sources of law, the 
various influences that lead to a 
change in law by parliament and 
how the legal system works

• the concept of liability: what is 
required to be guilty of a crime, 
what is required for a successful 
civil action in negligence, criminal 
sentencing and civil sanctions

Year two:
• criminal law: murder, manslaughter, 

non-fatal offences against the 
person, theft, robbery, burglary, 
fraud and possible defences

• concepts of law: law and morality, 
law and justice, balancing conflicting 
rights, fault, judicial creativity

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 100%

Entry requirements
• English language at grade 

six/grade B or above
• maths at grade four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including the LLB 
in Law if you wish to pursue a 
career as a legal professional

 

Maths A-level
OCR/MEI

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015 

What’s covered?
Year one:
• core 1: algebra, coordinate 

geometry, polynomials, 
mathematical notation and proof

• core 2: sequences and series, 
trigonometry, introductory 
calculus, logarithms

• statistics: classification and presentation 
of data, probability, hypothesis testing

Year two:
• core 3: proof, exponentials and 

natural logarithms, functions, calculus 
techniques, numerical methods

• core 4: further algebra, further 
trigonometry, parametric 
equations, further calculus, vector 
geometry, comprehension

• mechanics: vectors, kinematics, 
forces, projectiles

How will my work be assessed?
• exams
• assessed coursework is also 

taken in the second year

Entry requirements
• maths at grade six/grade B or above
• English language at grade 

four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college to study mathematics
• progress to the Association of 

Accounting Technicians (AAT) 
qualifications at the College 

Media A-level
WJEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015 

What’s covered?
Year one:
• media language
• representation
• media industries
• audiences
Year two:
• critical perspectives in media
• reflective analysis of practical 

skills and work
• television
• film
• radio
• newspapers
• magazines
• advertising and marketing
• online, social and participatory media
• video games
• music video

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 80%
• coursework: 20%

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our BA 
(Hons) Film and Television 
Production at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Photography A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• coursework portfolio: fundamental 

aspects of photography, producing a 
portfolio of work from a given brief

Year two:
• personal investigation: you will submit 

one personal project that has personal 
significance - this investigation includes 
a 1,500-2,000 word personal study

• controlled assignment: you will select 
one starting point from an early 
release question paper and will plan 
and prepare ideas - you will then 
undertake a 15 hour controlled period 
to realise your intentions/outcomes

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework portfolio: 60%
• practical exam: 40%

Entry requirements
• maths and English language at 

grade four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above
• you will also be required to submit 

a photography portfolio

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Photography at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Physics A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015 

What’s covered?
Year one:
• measurements and their errors
• particles and radiation
• waves
• mechanics and energy
• electricity
Year two:
• further mechanics and thermal physics
• fields
• fields and their consequences
• nuclear physics
• Plus one option from the following:
• astrophysics
• medical physics
• engineering physics

How will my work be assessed?
• three written examinations
• assessment of practical skills

Entry requirements
• maths at grade six/grade B or above
• English language at grade 

four/grade C or above 
• physics or double award science 

at grade six/grade B or above
• two additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college to study a broad range of 
science and engineering degrees 
such as physics, astrophysics, medical 
physics, electronic/electrical engineering 
and mechanical engineering

 

Sociology A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015

What’s covered?
Year one:
• culture and identity, families 

and households, wealth, 
poverty and welfare

• education with research methods, 
health with research methods

Year two:
• beliefs in society, global development, 

mass media, power and politics
• crime and deviance with theory 

and methods, stratification and 
differentiation with theory and methods

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 100%

Entry requirements
• English language at grade 

six/grade B or above
• maths at grade four/grade C or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BSc (Hons) 
Psychology and Sociology or BSc 
(Hons) Criminology and Forensic 
Investigation at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Psychology A-level
AQA

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  25015 

What’s covered?
Year one:
• cognitive, developmental, social 

and biological psychology
• individual differences
• research methods
Year two:
• biological rhythms and sleep
• aggression
• eating behaviour
• gender and intelligence
• you will develop knowledge and 

understanding of one disorder such 
as schizophrenia or depression

• learn about one contemporary 
application of psychology such as 
anomalistic psychology or addiction

How will my work be assessed?
• exams: 100%

Entry requirements
• maths or science at grade 

six/grade B or above
• English language at grade 

six/grade B or above
• three additional GCSEs at grade 

four/grade C or above

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our 
BSc (Hons) Psychology and 
Sociology at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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SKILLS
biology

welfare

animal husbandry

Animal behaviour

science

scientific procedures

investigation

Laboratory

Physiology

genetic engineering

Diseases & infection

organic chemistry

Microbiology

chemical analysis

Animal Care 
& Science EDUCATION 

Levels 1 - 3

CAREERS
Veterinarian
with a Level 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £42,640 

Animal care services 
occupation
with a  Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £15,533

Chemical scientist
with a Level 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £36,500

Laboratory technician
with a Level 3 qualification you can 
progress to Level 4 - 6 courses

average salary £20,210

Animal Care 
& Science 
Animal Management
Applied Science
Analytical & 
Forensic Science
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Progression to Science 
and Animal Management 
Level 1 Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  85798

What’s covered?
• introduction to study
• biology and the environment
• materials and properties
• animal accommodation
• animal care
• job seeking skills
• maths and English
• work experience

How will my work be assessed?
• observation, presentations, projects 

and written assignments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Animal Care Level 2 

Technical Certificate
 

Animal Care Level 2 
Technical Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon and Southend
Code:  30059

What’s covered?
• practical animal health
• introduction to animal 

biology and health
• animal welfare
• feeding, accommodating 

and moving animals
• assessment of safe handling
• animal care work placements (industry 

placements are a minimum of 75 hours)
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• written reports, graphs and posters, 

projects and performance observation

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths, 

English and science 
or 
Land-based Studies Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Animal Management Level 3 90 credit 

Diploma leading to Extended Diploma
 

Animal Management Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon and Southend
Code:  6426

What’s covered?
• animal breeding and genetics
• animal biology
• animal welfare and ethics
• practical animal husbandry
• animal behaviour health and diseases
• work experience in the animal sector
• investigative research project
• practical skills in animal science
• animal metabolism
• principles of animal nursing
• aquatic animal health and husbandry
• advanced animal nutrition
• exotic animal husbandry
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations and projects
• written assessments and exams

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and 
science 
or 
Animal Care Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, from applied 
biology to zoology

• undertake training to become 
a veterinary nurse

28 29

SK
ILL

S 
| E

DU
CA

TI
ON

 | 
CA

RE
ER

S SKILLS | EDUCATION | CAREERS
An

im
al

 c
ar

e 
& 

Sc
ien

ce
Animal care & Science



Applied Science 1st Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon and Southend
Code:  25017

What’s covered?
• principles of science
• chemistry and our earth
• energy and our universe
• biology and our environment
• applications of chemical substances
• applications of physical science
• health applications of life science
• scientific skills
• investigating a crime scene
• understanding human behaviour
• chemical analysis and detection
• maths and English
• work experience

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework including performance 

observation, presentations, 
projects and assignments

• examinations

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in 

maths, English and science
• successful attendance 

at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Applied Science Level 3 

Extended Diploma
• Forensic and Criminal 

Investigation Level 3 Diploma 

Applied Science Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6428

What’s covered?
• principles and applications of science
• practical scientific procedures 

and techniques
• science investigation skills
• laboratory techniques and 

their application
• investigative project
• contemporary issues in science
• physiology of human body systems
• human regulation and reproduction
• genetics and genetic engineering
• diseases and infection
• applications of organic chemistry
• microbiology and 

microbiological techniques
• practical chemical analysis
• medical physics applications
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework, assignment tasks 

(written reports, graphs and 
posters, projects) and performance 
observation assessments

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and 
science 
or 
Applied Science Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college to study a science-based degree
• seek employment as a junior or 

trainee technician in a hospital, 
or in areas such as biotechnology, 
pharmaceuticals or dental technology
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Applied Science (Analytical and Forensic 
Science) Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon and Southend
Code:  25019

What’s covered?
• principles and applications of science
• practical scientific procedures 

and techniques
• science investigation skills 
• forensic investigation 

procedures in practice
• criminal investigation 

procedures in practice
• forensic anthropology and archaeology
• applications of criminal and 

forensic psychology
• forensic photography
• environmental forensics
• forensic traffic collision investigation
• physiology of human body systems
• forensic genetics
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• external assessment under 

examination conditions
• coursework, assignment tasks 

(written reports, graphs and 
posters, projects) and performance 
observation assessments

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and 
science 
or 
Applied Science Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or college 

to study a forensic science degree
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SKILLS
3D Design 

Fashion Design

photography

drawing

painting

sculpture

Fine Art

Graphic design

design software

Art  
& Design EDUCATION

Entry Level 3 - Level 4

CAREERS
Artist
with a Level 3 qualification

average salary £25,266 

Product, clothing or 
related designer
with a Level 3 qualification

average salary £24,954

Graphic designer
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £26,248

Photographer, 
audio-visual or 
broadcasting 
equipment operator
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

Average salary £22,743

Art & Design
Creative Studies
3D Design
Fashion Design
Fine Art
Graphic Design
Photography
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Art and Design Entry 
Level 3 Certificate
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  60090

What’s covered?
• working in art and design
• craft skills
• developing painting and drawing
• introduction to mixed media in 2D
• printmaking
• career progression
• setting and meeting targets at work
• assessing personal learning 

and thinking
• skills for creative thinkers
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio of evidence

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level three in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 1 Certificate
 

Art and Design 
Level 1 Certificate
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  60091

What’s covered?
• painting and drawing
• mixed media art techniques
• printmaking techniques
• graphic design
• creative craft skills
• personal project
• cultural studies
• interview skills
• preparation for an interview
• searching for a job
• working in art and design
• career progression
• assessing personal learning 

and thinking skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• internally set and marked assignments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

level one in maths and English in an 
assessment 
or 
Art and Design Entry Level 3 
Award plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 2 NCFE 

Creative Studies Certificate
 

Creative Studies: 
Art and Design 
Level 2 Certificate
NCFE

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  60112

What’s covered?
• research (mandatory)
• materials and techniques (mandatory)
• working to a set brief (mandatory)
• developing a portfolio (optional)
• working as an artist or designer in 

the creative industry (optional)

How will my work be assessed?
• internal and external assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at Grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Art and Design Level 1 Certificate 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Level 3 Creative programme in AD or 

MPA (specialist options available)
• employment – full or part-time
• apprenticeship
• self-employment
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Art and Design (3D Design) Level 3 Year one: 
Foundation Diploma Year two: Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60096

What’s covered?
• visual recording in art and design
• technical drawing 
• 3D modelling
• spatial design
• sculptural techniques and processes
• design theory and research
• professional practice
• English and maths

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and an 
art-related subject 
or 
Art and Design Level 2 NCFE Certificate 
plus maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 4 

Foundation Diploma
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Interior Design at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Art and Design (Fashion Design) 
Level 3 Diploma Year one: Foundation 
Diploma  Year two: Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60098

What’s covered?
• fashion design, drawing and 

illustration methods
• pattern cutting (flat and on the stand)
• production techniques for 

fashion and clothing
• research skills
• sketchbook work
• textile techniques
• live industry briefs
• end of year fashion show/exhibition
• mixed media application
• presentation techniques
• print making
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical samples and outcomes with a 

sketchbook of visual and written work
• Internal and external assessments

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and an 
art-related subject 
or 
Art and Design Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and English at 
grade four or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 4 

Foundation Diploma
• higher education at university or 

college, including our degrees in 
Fashion Communication and Fashion 
Design at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

• Fashion- related apprenticeships
• internships/full-time jobs in 

fashion-related industry
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Art and Design (Fine Art) Level 3 Diploma Year one: 
Foundation Diploma Year two: Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60094

What’s covered?
• drawing from observation
• generating fine art ideas
• fine art principles
• developing and realising fine art ideas
• multi-disciplinary work in fine art
• painting in fine art
• printmaking
• sculpture
• public art
• presenting fine art work
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements 
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and an 
art-related subject 
or 
Art and Design Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 4 

Foundation Diploma
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Fine Art at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Art and Design (Graphic Design) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60097

What’s covered?
• materials, techniques and processes
• mixed media image making
• typography
• graphics for 3D 
• graphic image making
• specialist illustration using 

computer applications
• printmaking
• critical and contextual 

studies, visual recording 
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and an 
art-related subject  
or 
Art and Design Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 4 

Foundation Diploma
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Graphic Design at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

• apprenticeships
• work experience

Art and Design (Photography) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60099

What’s covered?
• photographic media, 

techniques and technology
• studio photography
• digital image capture and editing
• commercial photographic 

laboratory operations
• location photography
• experimental imagery in photography
• lens-based image making
• visual language and textual studies
• darkroom practice and 

darkroom applications
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and an 
art-related subject  
or 
Art and Design Level 2 Technical 
Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Art and Design Level 4 

Foundation Diploma
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Photography at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Art and Design Level 4 Foundation Diploma
UAL

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  5004

What’s covered?
• graphic design and illustration
• fashion and textiles
• fine art and sculpture
• printmaking and visual communication
• multi-media and photography
• maths and English
• Within these specialist areas you will 

also be able to develop skills in:
• drawing and painting
• photography
• textile manipulation
• digital media
• 3D construction
• critical and reflective writing

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks
• presentations
• written reports

Entry requirements
• three GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above including maths, English and 
an art-related subject and one A-level 
or Art and Design Level 3 Extended 
Diploma 
or 
five GCSEs at grade four/grade C 
or above, including maths, English 
and an art-related subject

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our degrees in 
Costume Construction, Fashion Design, 
Fashion Communication, Fine Art, 
Graphic Design, Interior Design or 
Photography at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Art and Design Level 4 Foundation Diploma  
(Costume Pathway)
UAL

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  5004

What’s covered?
• costume design and construction
• textiles and printmaking
• costume in context
• digital media 
• illustration
• maths and English
• Within these specialist areas you will 

also be able to develop skills in:
• drawing and illustration
• script analysis and character breakdown
• textiles 
• pattern cutting

How will my work be assessed?
Your work will be assessed through a 
mixture of practical tasks and supporting 
written material. Your progress will 
be supported by regular, ongoing 
feedback throughout the course.

Entry requirements
• three GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above including maths, English and 
an art-related subject and one A-level 
or Art and Design Level 3 Extended 
Diploma 
or 
five GCSEs at grade four/grade C 
or above, including maths, English 
and an art-related subject

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Students primarily progress onto higher 

education at university or college, 
including our degree in Costume 
Construction, at the Royal Opera 
House Bob and Tamar Manoukian 
Costume Centre in Purfleet.
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Beauty  
& Hair

Skills
Planning

Make-up

Colouring 

Dressing HAIR

Employability

Maths 

English

Nail Art

Body Art

Customer Care

Management

CAREERS
Beautician 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £15,000-£20,000

Hairdresser 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £14,000-£19,000

Hair Beauty Salon 
Manager/Proprietor 
with Level 1 - 3 qualification

Average salary £24,000-£45,000

Make-up artist
with a Level 1 – 3 qualification

average salary £20,158

Massage therapist
with a Level 1 – 3 qualification

average salary £19,634

EDUCATION
Entry Level 3 – Level 3 

Hair & Beauty
Beauty Therapy
Hairdressing 
Beauty Specialist 
Techniques 
Hair & Media 
Make-up
Theatrical Hair 
and Media Make-up 
Nail Services
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Hair and Beauty Sector Entry Level 3 Certificate
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50262

What’s covered?
• introduction to the hair 

and beauty sector
• presenting a professional 

image in the salon
• hair plaiting
• creating an image using colour
• basic make-up application
• themed face painting
• skin/hand care
• employability and study skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level three in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• Beauty Therapy Level 1 Diploma
• Hairdressing Level 1 Diploma
• Hairdressing and Beauty 

Level 1 Diploma

Beauty Therapy Level 1 Diploma
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6323

What’s covered?
• introduction to hair and beauty sector
• presenting a professional 

image in a salon
• the art of photographic make-up
• providing basic manicure treatments
• providing basic pedicure treatments
• nail art application
• skincare
• basic make-up application
• themed face painting
• create a hair and beauty image
• salon reception duties
• follow health and safety in the salon
• working with others in the 

hair and beauty salon
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• oral questioning
• exams

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

level one in maths and English in an 
assessment 
or 
Hair and Beauty Sector Entry Level 
3 Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent 

• successful attendance at 
transition event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• Beauty Specialist Techniques 

Level 2 Diploma
• Hair and Media Make-

up Level 2 Diploma
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Hairdressing 
Level 1 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50048

What’s covered?
• professional image in a salon
• shampoo and conditioning
• styling men’s and women’s hair
• plaiting and twisting hair
• colour in the hair and beauty sector
• the art of dressing hair
• the art of colouring hair
• salon reception duties
• working with others
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• exams

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

level one in maths and English in an 
assessment 
or 
Hair and Beauty Sector Entry Level 
3 Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent 

• successful attendance at 
transition event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• Hairdressing Level 2 Diploma 

Beauty Specialist 
Techniques 
Level 2 Diploma
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6337

What’s covered?
• health and safety in the salon
• reception duties
• client care and communication
• facial skin care
• eyelash and eyebrow treatments
• display stock
• apply and instruct on make-up
• manicure and pedicure
• skin tanning techniques
• waxing
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• exams

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Beauty Therapy Level 1 Diploma 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent 

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• Beauty Therapy Level 3 Diploma
 

Hairdressing Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50026

What’s covered?
• working in the hairdressing industry
• follow health and safety in the salon
• client consultation for 

hairdressing services
• shampoo and condition 

the hair and scalp
• cut women’s hair
• colour hair and lighten hair
• perm and neutralise hair
• the art of dressing hair
• promote products and services 

to clients in a salon
• hairdressing design skills, create 

an image based theme
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• exams

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Hairdressing Level 1 Diploma 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent 

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• Hairdressing Level 3 Advanced 

Technical Diploma
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Hair and Media Make-up Level 2 Diploma
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50043

What’s covered?
• applying make-up
• the art of photographic make-up
• anatomy and physiology
• client care and consultation
• the art of dressing hair
• shampoo and condition 

the hair and scalp
• plaiting and twisting hair
• art of colouring hair
• create an image based on a 

hair and beauty theme
• themed face paint
• body art
• provide eyelash and brow treatment
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• exams

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Hair and Beauty Level 1 Diploma 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent 

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• Fashion, Theatre and Media Hair 

and Make-up Level 3 Diploma

Beauty Therapy Studies 
Level 3 Diploma
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50266

What’s covered?
• electrical science
• facial and body electrical
• client care and consultation
• body analysis
• anatomy and physiology
• Swedish massage
• mechanical massage
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• synoptic exam
• exams

Entry requirements
• Beauty Specialist Techniques Level 2 

Diploma plus maths and English at 
grade four/grade C, or equivalent 

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for employment 

in a beauty therapy salon, leisure 
centre, cruise liner or health farm 

Hairdressing 
Level 3 Advanced 
Technical Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  50263

What’s covered?
• hairdressing consultation services
• cut hair using a combination 

of techniques
• creatively colour and lighten hair
• creatively style and dress hair
• hair colour correction services
• cut men’s hair using basic techniques
• hair extensions (optional)
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• synoptic practical exam
• exams

Entry requirements
• Hairdressing Level 2 Diploma 

plus maths and English at grade 
four/grade C, or equivalent 

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for employment 

as a junior stylist
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Theatrical Hair and Media Make-up Level 3 Diploma
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  50004

What’s covered?
• camouflage make-up
• application of airbrush make-up
• fashion and photographic make-up
• health and safety / client care
• design and apply face and body art
• create and cast
• media make-up
• anatomy and physiology
• style and fit postiche
• Fantasy Hair
• maths and English  

How will my work be assessed?
• practical and written assessments
• exams

Entry requirements
• Hair and Media Make-up Level 

2 Diploma plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for employment 

in the make-up industry
 

Nail Services 
Level 3 Diploma
VTCT

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  50200

What’s covered?
• fibreglass nail enhancements
• acrylic nail enhancements
• hard gel nail enhancements
• develop a range of creative nail images
• nail art and airbrushing of the nails
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical assessments and coursework
• multiple choice examinations

Entry requirements
• hold a recognised manicure 

qualification - if you do not have 
this there may be the opportunity 
to achieve this alongside the nail 
qualification at an additional cost

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be required to purchase 
salon wear, equipment kit, 
textbooks and consumables

What can I do after this?
• progress to employment in a nail salon
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Skills 
Sales & marketing

HR

Enterprise

Finance retail

Computer systems

Information systems

Software design

development

e-commerce

network

analysis & design

Website

Database 

UX

graphics

Business  
& ICT EDUCATION

Entry Level 3 – Level 3 

CAREERS
Financial manager 
or director
with a Level 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies 

average salary £59,532

Chartered or certified 
accountant
with a Level 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £39,034

IT user support 
technician
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £28,729  

IT project or 
programme manager 
with a Level 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £50,447

Business & Admin 
ICT Systems Support
Accounting 
Management
Dev/Programming
Networking
Legal Secretaries 
Peter Jones 
Enterprise Academy
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Passport to Business 
Enterprise and ICT
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, 
Southend and Thurrock
Code:  90186

What’s covered?
• planning an enterprise activity
• running an enterprise activity
• reviewing an enterprise activity 
• using ICT in the workplace
• working in a team

How will my work be assessed?
• written assignments, presentations, 

discussions and group work

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level three in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Level 1 BTEC Introductory 

Certificate in Vocational Studies 

Introductory 
Certificate in 
Vocational Studies
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, 
Southend or Thurrock
Code:  85830

What’s covered?
• You will study five units.
• Two core units:
• being organised
• developing a personal progression plan
• Three sector units:
• contribute to running an event
• developing digital information using IT
• keeping active and healthy

How will my work be assessed?
• written assignments
• presentations
• discussions
• group work

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Gateway Business Level 2 Diploma
• C &G ICT Systems and Principles for 

IT Professionals Level 2 Diploma
 

Skills for Business and Administration 
Level 2 Certificate
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  5487

What’s covered?
To achieve the Gateway qualification 
Level 2 Certificate in Skills for 
Business and Administration, all 
learners must achieve 39 credits.

Group M Units totalling 6 Credits:
• understanding business organisations
• effective communication 

in the workplace

Group 01 Units totalling 23 Credits: 
• business meeting techniques
• working with people in organisations
• using ICT in the workplace
• creating business web-pages
• exploring entrepreneurship
• running an event
• understanding legislation and 

regulations in a customer 
service context

Group 02 Units totalling 10 Credits: 
• leadership skills
• learning from work placement
• solving work-related problems
• time management
• assessing personal, learning 

and thinking skills.

How will my work be assessed?
• group discussions
• posters
• written articles
• independent assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group presentations 
• blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D or above 

in maths and English 
or 
Level 1 Certificate in Business 
plus maths and English and 
level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Access to Level 3 Progression 

Study Programme 
• Level 3 BTEC Extended 

Diploma in Business
• Level 3 Advanced Apprenticeship 

in Business Administration
• with additional training you can 

progress to a career as a business 
administrator, administration 
team leader, office supervisor 
or personal assistant
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ICT Systems Support Level 2 Diploma
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6023

What’s covered?
• maintain ICT equipment and systems
• customer support provision 2
• install and configure ICT equipment 

and operating systems
• install, configure and maintain software
• ICT system monitoring and operation
• install, configure and test ICT Networks

How will my work be assessed?
• group discussions
• posters
• written articles
• independent assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group presentations 
• blended Learning activities

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D or above 

in maths and English 
or 
Level 1 Certificate in ICT/Vocational 
Studies plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• ICT Systems Support Level 3 Diploma 
• With additional training, you 

can progress to career as an IT 
Technician or 1st Line Support. 

Business Level 3 Extended Diploma 
(General Pathway)
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  5469

What’s covered?
• market research
• relationship management
• internet marketing
• managing a business event
• developing teams in business
• business project management
• understanding retail
• starting a small business
• business ethics
• understanding business ethics
• the business environment
• human resources management
• training in the business workplace
• business resources
• introduction to marketing
• business communication
• introduction to accounting
• development planning for 

a career in business
• managing physical resources
• International business

How will my work be assessed?
• online exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade 4four/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate in 
Business plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Batchelor of Science or Foundation 

degree in Business Studies
• Higher National Certificate or 

Diploma in Business Studies
• with additional training, you may 

progress to career role such as a 
business administrator, teacher of 
business studies, accounting assistant, 
business analyst, human resource 
assistant or marketing team leader  
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Business Level 3 Extended Diploma 
(Accounting Pathway)
BTEC

How long: Two years 
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  5469

What’s covered?
• introduction to accounting
• accounting systems
• management accounting
• financial accounting
• market research 
• managing a business event 
• developing teams in a business
• business project management
• starting a small business
• the business environment
• human resources management
• training in the business workplace
• business resources
• introduction to marketing
• business ethics
• business communication
• supply chain organisation
• development planning for 

a career in business

How will my work be assessed?
• online exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate in 
Business plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Batchelor of Science or Foundation 

degree in Business Studies
• Higher National Certificate or 

Diploma in Business Studies
• with additional training, you 

may progress to career role such 
as a business administrator or 
teacher of business studies
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Business Level 3 Extended Diploma 
(Management Pathway)
BTEC

How long: Two years 
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  5469

What’s covered?
• business project management
• business and economics
• business communications
• business resources
• business ethics
• international business
• the business environment
• supply chain organisation
• developing teams in business 

financial accounting
• introduction to accounting 
• accounting systems
• financial accounting 
• managing accounting
• managing a business event
• human resources management
• training in the business workplace
• introduction to marketing
• development planning for 

a career in business

How will my work be assessed?
• online exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate in 
Business plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Batchelor of Science or Foundation 

degree in Business Studies
• Higher National Certificate or 

Diploma in Business Studies
• with additional training, you 

may progress to career role such 
as a project manager, business 
administrator, logistics and supply 
chain assistant, teacher of business 
studies, accounting assistant, 
business analyst, human resource 
assistant or marketing team leader 

Business Level 3 Extended Diploma 
(Marketing Pathway)
BTEC

How long: Two years 
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  5469

What’s covered?
• introduction to marketing
• internet marketing
• visual merchandising
• creative product promotion
• relationship management
• managing a business event
• developing teams in business
• business project management
• understanding retail
• start a small business
• the business environment
• human resources management
• training in the business workplace
• business resources
• business ethics
• business communications
• developing plans for a 

career in business

How will my work be assessed?
• online exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate in 
Business plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Batchelor of Science or Foundation 

degree in Business Studies
• Higher National Certificate or 

Diploma in Business Studies
• with additional training, you may 

progress to career role such as a 
business administrator, teacher of 
business studies, accounting assistant, 
business analyst, human resource 
assistant or marketing team leader
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ICT Level 3 Extended Diploma (General Pathway)
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock 
Code:  5920

What’s covered?
• communications & employability skills
• computer systems
• information systems
• software design & development
• e-commerce
• computer networks
• systems analysis & design
• website production
• database design
• impact of the use of IT on 

business systems
• human computer interface
• organisational systems security
• mathematics for IT practitioners
• project planning with IT
• digital graphics
• computer animation 
• business resources
• supporting business systems

How will my work be assessed?
• online Exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate 
in ICT plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• BSc or foundation degree in IT
• Higher National Certificate (HNC) in 

Computing and Systems Development
• With additional training you 

may progress to a career in data 
administration, junior web design, IT 
network technician or 1st line support

ICT Level 3 Extended Diploma (Software 
Development/Programming)
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock (first year), Southend (second year)
Code:  5920

What’s covered?
• communications & employability skills
• computer systems
• information systems
• software design & development
• e-commerce
• computer networks
• systems analysis & design
• website production
• database design
• human computer interface
• organisational systems security
• mathematics for IT practitioners
• project planning with IT
• computer animation 
• spreadsheet modelling
• event-driven programming
• object orientated programming
• computer systems architecture

How will my work be assessed?
• online Exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate 
in ICT plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• BSc or foundation degree in IT
• Higher National Certificate (HNC) in 

Computing and Systems Development
• with additional training you 

may progress to a career in data 
administration, junior web design,  IT 
network technician or 1st line support 
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ICT Level 3 Extended Diploma (Networking Pathway)
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock (first year), Southend (second year)
Code:  5920

What’s covered?
• communications & employability skills
• computer systems
• information systems
• software design & development
• e-commerce
• computer networks
• systems analysis & design
• website production
• database design
• human computer interface
• organisational systems security
• mathematics for IT practitioners
• project planning with IT
• communication technologies
• CCNA 1
• IT technical support
• IT systems trouble-shooting and repair
• maintaining computer systems
• managing networks

How will my work be assessed?
• online Exams
• group discussions
• written articles
• course assignments
• practical activities
• reflective writing 
• group and/or individual presentations
• self-directed learning through 

blended learning activities

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade 4/grade C or 

above (preferably including English and 
Maths) 
or 
Level 2 Extended Certificate 
in ICT plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• BSc or foundation degree in IT
• Higher National Certificate (HNC) in 

Computing and Systems Development
• With additional training you 

may progress to a career in data 
administration, junior web design, IT 
network technician or 1st line support

Legal Secretaries 
Level 3 Diploma 
(Fast track)
CILEx

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  90131

What’s covered?
The course covers advanced legal 
word processing, office administration 
and business communication skills.
Units include: 
• business skills in the legal environment
• legal word processing
• legal audio processing
• legal spreadsheet processing
• legal presentation techniques

You will also study Law and a 
range of other Microsoft Office 
skills such as Mail merge.

How will my work be assessed?
• assignments and proofreading tests
• exams

Entry requirements
• five GCSEs at grade four/grade 

C or above, including maths 
and English language, and an 
appropriate Level 3 qualification

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• seek employment work as a senior 

administrator or secretary
• higher education at university or college

Legal Secretaries 
Level 3 Diploma 
CILEx

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6704

What’s covered?
The course covers advanced legal word 
processing, office administration and 
business communication skills.  
The units include: 
• working in the legal 

environment (year 1)
• business skills in the legal 

environment (year 2)
• legal text processing
• legal audio processing
• legal spreadsheet processing
• legal presentation techniques
• proofreading in the legal environment
• legal studies

You will also study a range of Microsoft 
Office skills. Functional skills/GCSE maths 
is offered as a compulsory subject to 
those without a grade C (4) in maths.

How will my work be assessed?
• assignments and proofreading tests
• exams

Entry requirements 
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including English language, plus 
maths at grade three/grade D or above 
or

• CILEX Level 2 Certificate in Text 
Production Skills plus maths and 
English at level one, or equivalent 

• successful attendance 
at interview event 

What can I do after this?
• seek employment work as a senior 

administrator or secretary
• higher education at university or college
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Peter Jones Enterprise Academy - Enterprise 
and Entrepreneurship Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  90041

What’s covered?
Year one:
• the innovative entrepreneur
• business planning and pitching
• financial planning and implementation
• launching your business vision
• monitoring the performance 

of your business
• operating your business
• planning the future strategy 

of your business
• leadership and teamwork
Year two:
• working as an entrepreneur
• marketing and website design
• managing a business event
• understanding retail
• relationship marketing
• recruitment and selection
• development planning for 

a career in business
• business markets and the economy

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• projects
• exams

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English
• successful attendance 

at interview event 
• you should have a micro-business 

idea prior to enrolment that will 
be used to trade throughout the 
academic year and to which all 
assignments will be geared

What can I do after this?
• progress to higher education
• employment within a 

range of industries
• set up own business
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Skills
food HANDLING

safety

catering

hospitality

diets & HEALTH

Catering operations, 
costs & menu planning

Food product 
development

Supervisory skills 
in the hospitality 
industry

Catering & 
Hospitality EDUCATION

Level 1 - Level 3

CAREERS
Restaurant or 
catering establishment 
manager/proprietor
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £18,713 

Baker or flour 
confectioner
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £16,270 

Chef
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £16,813 

Catering or bar 
manager
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £18,369 

Professional Food 
& Beverage Service 
Professional 
Cookery 
Professional 
Patisserie & 
Confectionery 
Advanced 
Professional 
Cookery
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Skills Level 1 Certificate
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50279

What’s covered?
• food safety
• health and safety in catering
• introduction to kitchen equipment
• preparing and cooking different foods
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical demonstrations
• assignments
• multiple choice exam

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject in 
the form of a practical test

What can I do after this? 
• Professional Cookery Level 2 Diploma
• Professional Patisserie and 

Confectionery Level 2 Certificate
 

Professional Food 
and Beverage Service 
Level 1 Certificate
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  50284

What’s covered?
• introduction to the catering 

and hospitality industry
• food safety in catering
• introduction to personal 

workplace skills
• dealing with payments and bookings
• food and beverage service skills
• bar service skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed? 
• practical and knowledge assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject in 
the form of a practical test

What can I do after this?
• Progress to further studies or seek 

employment in the Industry
 

Professional Cookery Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6832

What’s covered?
• food safety
• health and safety in catering
• healthier foods
• costs and menu planning
• preparing and cooking 

hot and cold dishes
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical demonstrations
• assignments
• multiple choice exam

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade four/grade C in maths 

and English  
or 
Culinary Skills Level 1 Certificate 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject in 
the form of a practical test

What can I do after this? 
• Advanced Professional 

Cookery Level 3 Diploma
• Professional Patisserie and 

Confectionery Level 3 Diploma 
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Professional Patisserie and 
Confectionery Level 2 Certificate
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  50285

What’s covered?
• produce hot and cold 

desserts and puddings
• produce biscuit, cake and 

sponge products
• produce fermented dough products
• produce paste products
• investigate the catering and 

hospitality industry
• food safety
• health and safety in catering 

and hospitality
• healthier food and special diets
• catering operations, costs 

and menu planning
• applying workplace skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical demonstrations
• assignments
• multiple choice exam

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade four/grade C in maths 

and English 
or 
Culinary Skills Level 1 Certificate 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject in 
the form of a practical test

What can I do after this?
• Professional Patisserie and 

Confectionery Level 3 Diploma

Advanced Professional 
Cookery Level 3 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  50098

What’s covered?
• food product development
• supervisory skills in the 

hospitality industry
• exploring gastronomy
• advanced skills and techniques 

in producing meat dishes
• advanced skills and techniques in 

producing fish and shellfish dishes
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical demonstrations
• assignments
• multiple choice exam

Entry requirements
• Professional Cookery Level 2 Diploma 

plus maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject in 
the form of a practical test

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for 

employment in the industry

Professional Patisserie 
and Confectionery 
Level 3 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  50243

What’s covered?
• produce fermented dough 

and batter products
• produce petits fours
• produce display pieces 

and decorative items
• produce paste products
• produce hot, cold and frozen desserts
• produce biscuits, cakes and sponges
• the principles of food safety supervision
• supervisory skills in the 

hospitality industry
• exploring gastronomy
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical demonstrations
• assignments
• multiple choice exam

Entry requirements
• Professional Patisserie and 

Confectionery Level 2 Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject in 
the form of a practical test

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for 

employment in the industry
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Skills
Bricklaying

Carpentry

Electrical 
Installations

Painting & Decorating

Plastering

Surveying

Welding

 
Construction EDUCATION 

Level 1 - Level 3

CAREERS
Construction or 
building trade 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 

average salary £22,659

Painter or decorator 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £22,293

Production manager 
or director in 
construction 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £39,540

Electrician or 
electrical fitter 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 

average salary £29,159 

Construction 
Plumbing
Bricklaying
Painting & 
Decorating
Carpentry & Joinery
Electrical 
Installations
Fabrication 
& Welding 
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Construction Entry 
Level 3 Award
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  40093

What’s covered?
This programme will introduce you 
to the following trades, enabling you 
to build on these skills at level 1:
• bricklaying/carpentry
• home improvement skills
• painting and decorating
• health and safety
• maths and English

This course includes a trip one day each 
week to Basildon or Thurrock Campus to 
complete some of the practical elements.

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level three in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Construction Skills Level 1 

Extended Certificate
• Basic Construction Skills Level 1
• Electrical Installations Level 1 Diploma

Construction 
Level 1 Award
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  40110

What’s covered?
• health and safety
• starting work in construction
• working as a team
• interview skills
• working towards goals
• developing construction painting 

and decorating skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments
• exams (maths and English)

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level three in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Progress to Level 2 

Construction courses

Construction 
Level 2 Award
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  40111

What’s covered?
• construction technology
• construction design
• exploring carpentry and joinery 

principles and techniques
• exploring painting and decorating 

principles and techniques
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments
• exams (maths and English)

Entry requirements
• Construction Level 1 Award plus maths 

and English at level one, or equivalent
• successful attendance 

at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Progress to Level 3 

Construction courses 

Construction Level 3 
Subsidiary Diploma
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  40115

What’s covered?
• health and safety
• sustainable construction 
• mathematics in construction
• building technology
• surveying in construction
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments
• exams (maths and English)

Entry requirements
• three GCSEs at grade four/grade C 

including maths, English or science 
or 
Construction Level 2 Award plus maths 
and English at level two, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Progress to Level 3 90 credit/Extended 

Diploma Construction courses  
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Construction 
Skills Entry 
Level 3 Certificate
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon and Thurrock
Code:  40092

What’s covered?
This programme will introduce you 
to the following trades, enabling you 
to build on these skills at level 1:
• painting
• carpentry
• tiling
• personal development, 

behaviour and welfare
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments
• exam

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level two in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
Level 1 basic construction skills:
• painting, decorating and tiling
• plumbing
• brickwork combined with 

elements of carpentry
• carpentry combined with 

elements of brickwork
 

Construction Level 1 
Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  5822

What’s covered?
This programme will develop your 
skills in the following trades:
• starting work in construction
• working as a team
• health and safety
• joinery skills
• carpentry skills
• working towards goals
• preparing for an interview/

interview skills
• construction painting and 

decorating skills
• maths and English

This course includes a trip one day each 
week to Basildon or Thurrock Campus to 
complete some of the practical elements.

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

level one in maths and English in an 
assessment 
or 
Construction Entry Level 3 
Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Construction Level 2 

Extended Certificate
• Maintenance Operations level 2
 

Construction 
Skills (Plumbing) 
Level 1 Certificate
City and Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  40106

What’s covered? 
• plumbing
• electrical installations
• personal development, 

behaviour and welfare
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level two in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Level 1 and 2 courses

Construction 
Skills (Bricklaying) 
Level 1 Certificate
City and Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon or Thurrock
Code:  40107

What’s covered? 
• bricklaying
• carpentry
• personal development, 

behaviour and welfare
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level two in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Level 1 and 2 courses

82 83

SK
ILL

S 
| E

DU
CA

TI
ON

 | 
CA

RE
ER

S SKILLS | EDUCATION | CAREERS
Co

ns
tr

uc
ti

on
Construction



Construction Skills 
(Painting and Decorating) 
Level 1 Certificate
City and Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon or Thurrock
Code:  40108

What’s covered? 
• tiling
• painting and decorating
• personal development, 

behaviour and welfare
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level two in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Level 1 and 2 courses

 

Construction 
Skills (Carpentry) 
Level 1 Certificate
City and Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon or Thurrock
Code:  40118

What’s covered? 
• carpentry
• brickwork
• personal development, 

behaviour and welfare
• health and safety
• English and maths

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level two in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Level 1 and 2 courses

 

Carpentry and Joinery 
Level 1 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  40013

What’s covered?
• carpentry and joinery 

practical and theory
• how to carry out safe working practices
• information, quantities and 

communicating with others
• building methods and 

construction technology
• basic woodworking joints
• maintaining and using hand tools
• preparing and using 

portable power tools
• undertake relevant work experience
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

level one in maths and English in an 
assessment 
or 
Construction Skills Entry Level 3 
Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Carpentry and Joinery Level 2 Diploma
 

Electrical Installations 
Level 1 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35155

What’s covered?
• structure of the construction industry
• fundamental safe working practices
• environmental and sustainability 

measures in domestic dwellings
• site preparation for working in 

the construction industry
• electrical installation wiring 

and terminations
• fabrication techniques for 

electrical installation
• electrical science and technology
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

level one in maths and English in an 
assessment 
or 
Construction Skills Entry Level 3 
Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Electrical Installations Level 2 Diploma
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Fabrication and 
Welding Practice 
Level 1 Certificate
ABC

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35186

What’s covered?
• health and safety in an 

industrial environment
• manual metal arc welding
• metal inert gas welding
• sheet metal and plate fabrication
• engineering drawing
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade two/grade 

E in maths and English
• successful attendance at 

transition event

What can I do after this?
• progress to Level 2 Certificate 

In Welding and Fabrication
• apprenticeship programme
• full-time employment
 

Construction Level 2 
Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  5819

What’s covered?
• structure of the construction industry
• exploring health, safety and 

welfare in construction
• sustainability in the 

construction industry
• construction drawing techniques
• maths and English

This course includes a trip one day 
each week to the state-of-the-
art Thurrock Campus to complete 
some of the practical elements.

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English  
or 
Construction Level 1 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Construction Level 3 Extended Diploma
 

Bricklaying 
Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  40008

What’s covered?
• block and brickwork
• storing materials and equipment
• erecting and dismantling 

working platforms
• setting and basic building brick 

and block work walling
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Construction Skills Level 1 Extended 

Certificate plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Construction Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
• bricklaying apprenticeship
 

Carpentry and Joinery 
Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  40045 (Bench Joinery)  
  40015 (Site Carpentry)

What’s covered?
• practical theory of carpentry and joinery
• safe working practice
• building methods and 

construction technology
• carrying out first and second 

fixing operations
• erecting structural carcassing
• maintenance
• setting up and operating a circular saw
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Carpentry and Joinery or Construction 

Skills Level 1 plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Carpentry and Joinery Level 3 Diploma
• apprenticeship
• Construction Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
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Electrical Installations 
Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35010

What’s covered?
• practical electrical wiring systems
• principles of electro-technology
• installation (buildings and structures)
• electrical wiring regulations
• electrical measurement
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessment

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade four/grade c in maths, 

English and science 
or 
Electrical Installations Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Electrical Installations Level 3 

Diploma part-time course
• Construction Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
• electrical installations apprenticeship
 

Fabrication and 
Welding Practice 
Level 2 Certificate
ABC

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35164

What’s covered?
• health and safety in welding
• science and calculation for welding
• manual metal arc welding
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessment 
• exam

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths, 

English and science 
or 
Engineering Level 1 Fabrication 
& Welding plus maths and 
English at grade three/grade 
D or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• progress to Level 3 Certificate 

in Welding or Fabrication
• apprenticeship programme
• full-time employment
 

Plumbing Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35149

What’s covered?
• electrical principles and processes 

for building services engineering
• scientific principles for domestic, 

industrial and commercial plumbing
• common plumbing processes
• cold water systems
• domestic hot water systems
• sanitation
• central heating systems
• drainage systems
• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade four/grade C or above 

in maths, English and science 
or 
Electrical Installations Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Construction Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
• plumbing apprenticeship
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Construction Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  5806

What’s covered?
There are three pathway opportunities:
• general pathway
• civil engineering
• building services engineering 

You will study units including:
• health, safety and welfare in 

construction and the built environment
• sustainable construction
• mathematics in construction 

and the built environment
• science and materials in construction 

and the built environment
• building technology
• graphical detailing
• surveying in construction
• computer aided design
• structural mechanics
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• written assignments
• exams

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above including maths and English  
or 
Construction Level 2 Extended 
Certificate plus maths and English at 
grade four/grade C, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our HNC 
Construction and the Built Environment 
at University Centre Thurrock

Carpentry and Joinery 
Level 3 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  40084 (Bench Joinery) 
  40000 (Site Carpentry)

What’s covered?
• the theory and practice of 

carpentry and joinery
• establishing the operating area
• progressing operations
• organising resources
• coordinating and installing 

first and second fitting
• erecting crevassing
• producing timber products 

and health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• exams
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Carpentry and Joinery Level 2 Diploma 

plus maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• further training including 

Chartered Institute of Building 
leadership qualifications

Electrical Installations 
Level 3 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35195

What’s covered?
• application of health & safety
• electrical principles
• inspection, testing & commissioning
• fault diagnosis & rectification

How will my work be assessed?
• online and written exams
• assignments
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Electrical Installations Level 2 

Diploma, or equivalent

What can I do after this?
• After successfully completing this 

course you could progress to further 
electro-technical professional 
development qualifications such 
as the Regulations for Electrical 
Installations or the City & Guilds Award 
in the Periodic Inspection, Testing and 
Certification of Electrical Installations.
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Skills
healthcare

Working with babies, 
children, young 
people & families

health & healthy living

human growth & 
development

communication

Safeguarding

cognitive impairment

individual care

Quality service

Early years, Health 
& Social Care

CAREERS
Primary or nursery 
education teaching 
professional
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £42,304   

Special needs 
education teaching 
professional
With a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £40,748 

Nursery nurse 
or assistant
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification, 

average salary £15,974

Medical practitioner
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £58,760

Care worker
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £17,099 

EDUCATION
Entry Level 3 – Level 3 

Health & Science
Health & Care
Early Years 
Education 
Childcare 
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Pathway to Health and Science 
Entry Level Certificate
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85797

What’s covered?
• healthy lifestyles
• alcohol and drug awareness
• customer services
• craft activities for children
• health & safety and first aid at work
• employer-based project 
 
How will my work be assessed?
• coursework and assignments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at entry level 3 in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Level 1 Skills for Progression into 

Health and Care or Animal Care 
and Science Occupations 

 

Skills for Progression into Health and 
Care Occupations Level 1 Certificate
City and Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  20281

What’s covered?
• understanding the range of service 

provisions and roles within health & 
social care, early years and childcare

• understanding the principles and 
values in health & social care, 
early years and childcare

• introduction to communication 
in health & social care, early 
years and childcare

• introductory awareness of health 
and safety in health & social 
care, early years and childcare

• introduction awareness of equality 
and inclusion in health & social 
care, early years and childcare

• introductory awareness of person-
centred support in health & social 
care, early years and childcare

• introduction to the development 
of children and young people

• introduction to dementia
• job opportunities in health 

and social care
• introductory awareness of loss 

and grief in health & social care, 
early years and childcare 

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework and assignments

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Early Years and Health and Care 

Level 2 Technical Certificate
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Health, Care & Childcare Level 2 Certificate
City and Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  20282

What’s covered?
• working in healthcare and care
• working with babies, children, 

young people and families 
in care and education

• values, beliefs and behaviours 
for working in healthcare, 
care and childcare

• communicating for effective practice 
in healthcare, care and childcare

• working safely in healthcare, 
care and childcare

• supporting health and healthy living 
in healthcare, care and childcare

• principles and theories of human 
growth and development

• developing resilience for working 
in healthcare, care and childcare

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• assignments
• 120-150 hours work placement 

(one day per week)

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English  
or 
Health, Social Care and Young People’s 
Settings Level 1 Diploma plus maths 
and English at level one, or equivalent 

• two references showing suitability 
to work with children and an 
enhanced DBS disclosure

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Level 3 in Early years and 

Childcare or Health and Care
• apprenticeship within the early years 

and childcare or health and care sectors

Early Years Education and Childcare 
Advanced Level 3 Technical Diploma
City and Guilds

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  20283

What’s covered?
• professional development 

using reflective practice and 
effective study skills

• child development and the effective 
use of observation and assessment

• principles of safeguarding and 
health and safety of children

• promoting children’s health and 
welfare and their diversity, equality 
and inclusion in the early years sector

• theories that underpin practice 
in the early years sector

• model, promote and support 
positive behaviour and transitions

• working in partnership with 
parents and other professionals

• promote children’s speech, language 
and communication development

• supporting children’s activities, 
play, creative development and 
education programmes

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio/synoptic assessment
• 200-370 hours work placement 

(two days a week each year)

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Childcare and Education Level 
2 Certificate plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• two references showing suitability 
to work with children and an 
enhanced DBS disclosure

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education – BA(Hons) Early Years 
• teaching
• employment in a nursery 

or as a childminder 
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Health & Social Care Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6335

What’s covered?
• human life span development 
• working in health and social care
• anatomy and physiology for 

health and social care
• enquiries into current research 

in health and social care 
• meeting individual care 

and support needs
• work experience in health 

and social care
• principles of safe practice in 

health and social care
• promoting public health
• additional five optional units

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations
• assignments
• practical 
• assessments and a placement log book
• exam

Entry requirements
•  four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English 
or

• Health and Social Care Level 2 
Extended Certificate plus maths 
and English at grade four/grade 
C or above, or equivalent

•  enhanced DBS disclosure
• successful attendance 

at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college to study 
• nursing, midwifery, social 

studies or social work
• progress to suitable employment in a 
• range of health care settings
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Skills
Health & safety in the 
engineering workplace

Communication 

engineering 
technicians

Computer aided 
designing & 
engineering drawing

Mathematics for 
engineering

Mechanical principles 
& applications

Electrical & 
electronic principles

Engineering machining

 
Engineering EDUCATION

Level 1- Level 3

CAREERS
Building or civil 
engineering technician 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £24,709

TV, video or 
audio engineer 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £31,516

Quality control or 
planning engineer 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £39,376

Engineering 
Engineering 
Operations 100
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Engineering 
Level 1 Diploma
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend 
Code:  5742

What’s covered?
• making engineering components 

using hand tools
• using a bench/pedestal drilling machine
• planning and making a 

machined product
• assembling mechanical components
• joining materials using welding
• electronic assembly and wiring
• electrical circuits and components
• starting work in engineering
• financial management
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade two/grade 

E in maths and English
• successful attendance at 

transition event

What can I do after this?
• Engineering Level 2 

Extended Certificate
 

Performing 
Engineering Operations 
Level 1 Certificate
EAL

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35031

What’s covered?
• making components using hand 

tools and fitting techniques
• basics of mechanical 

engineering and welding
• electrical and electronic engineering
• using and communicating 

technical information
• working safely in an 

engineering environment
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade two/grade 

E in maths and English
• successful attendance at 

transition event

What can I do after this?
• Performing Engineering 

Operations Level 2 Diploma
• Electrical Installations Level 2 Diploma
• Fabrication and Welding 

Level 2 Certificate
 

Engineering Level 2 Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  5734

What’s covered?
• working safely and effectively 

in engineering
• interpreting and using 

engineering information
• mathematics for engineering 

technicians
• applied electrical and mechanical 

science for engineering
• making engineering components 

using hand tools
• soldering on printed circuit boards
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• paper-based and online tests

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths, 

English and science 
or 
Engineering Level 1 Diploma plus 
maths and English at grade three/
grade D or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Engineering Level 3 Extended Diploma
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Performing Engineering Operations Level 2 Diploma
EAL

How long: One year
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  35032

What’s covered?
• using and communicating 

technical information
• turning, milling and producing 

components (hand-fitting)
• welding skills
• working safely in an 

engineering environment
• working efficiently and 

effectively in engineering
• industry related projects
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths, 

English and science  
or 
Performing Engineering Operations 
Level 1 Certificate plus maths 
and English at grade three/grade 
D or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• engineering apprenticeship
 

Engineering Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  5732

What’s covered?
• health and safety in the 

engineering workplace
• communications for 

engineering technicians
• engineering project
• computer aided designing 

and engineering drawing
• mathematics for engineering 

technicians
• mechanical principles and applications
• electrical and electronic principles
• engineering machining 

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and 
science 
or 
Engineering Level 2 Extended 
Certificate, plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our 
HNC General Engineering at 
University Centre Thurrock

• engineering apprenticeship
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Skills
Develop English 
skills appropriate 
to the workplace

Achieve an English 
qualification 

Cope with everyday 
situations

Develop knowledge 
of life in the 
United Kingdom

Improve other key 
skills including 
employability & maths

 
ESOL EDUCATION

Entry Level – Level 2

CAREERS
Enhance your employability & improve your job 
prospects or Progress onto vocational courses

English for 
Speakers of Other 
Languages 106
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English for Speakers of Other 
Languages Entry Level Certificate
Ascentis

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85715

What’s covered?
• develop English skills appropriate to the 

workplace, enhance your employability 
and improve your job prospects

• achieve an English qualification 
recognised by employers and 
academic institutions nationally 
and internationally

• progress onto vocational 
courses and GCSEs

• cope with everyday situations 
and develop knowledge of life 
in the United Kingdom

• improve other key skills, including 
employability and maths

• designed for young people whose 
first language is not English

 

You will study:
• speaking, reading, writing and listening
• spelling, grammar and punctuation
• citizenship

How will my work be assessed?
• exams
• coursework

Entry requirements
• we will assess your level of English 

before you enrol on the course

What can I do after this?
• you can progress onto a vocational 

course at South Essex College
 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 
Entry Level 2 Certificate
Ascentis 

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85831

What’s covered?
• develop English skills appropriate to the 

workplace, enhance your employability 
and improve your job prospects

• achieve an English qualification 
• progress onto vocational courses 
• cope with everyday situations 

and develop knowledge of life 
in the United Kingdom

• improve other key skills, including 
employability and maths

• designed for young people whose 
first language is not English

 

 
You will study:
• speaking, reading, writing and listening
• spelling, grammar and punctuation
• employability

How will my work be assessed?
• exams/controlled assessments
• coursework

Entry requirements
• we will assess your level of English 

before you enrol on the course

What can I do after this?
• you can progress onto a vocational 

course at South Essex College
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Skills
Working with others

Using public transport

Problem solving

Attendance & 
punctuality

Work/employability

Building a CV

Working with others 
(including outward 
bound, sports)

Foundation 
Learning EDUCATION

Entry Level – Level 2

CAREERS
These courses allow you to gain the basic 
skills required to gain employment

Learner Pathways 
Independence 
Employability
Personal & Social 
Development
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Learner Pathways Entry Level 3 
BTEC

How long: One year 
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85804

What’s covered?
• work/employability skills
• building a CV
• working with others (including 

outward bound, sports)
• maths and English
• work experience or voluntary placement
• this course is predominantly designed 

as a transition programme for learners 
who may have experienced difficulties 
engaging in school and will help in 
deciding the next step to adulthood

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio for Work Skills
• exams for maths and English

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

entry level three in an assessment
• successful attendance at interview

What can I do after this?
• a full-time level 1 or a 

level 2 programme in your 
chosen vocational area

• supported internships or employment
 

Pathway to Independence 
(Employability) Entry Level 3
QCF Qualifications

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85733

What’s covered?
• strengths and qualities required 

for the workplace
• job application
• interview skills
• CV writing
• maths and English
• attend employment-related workshops
• take part in employer-related 

community projects
• work experience or voluntary placement

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

entry level three in an assessment
• successful attendance at interview
• applicants will need to have an EHCP 

to be considered for this programme

What can I do after this?
• progress to employment or supported 

employment or supported internships
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Pathway to Independence (Personal and 
Social Development) Entry Level 3
QCF Qualifications

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85731

What’s covered?
• working with others
• using public transport
• problem solving
• attendance and punctuality
• maths and English
• attend employment-related workshops
• take part in employer-related 

community projects
• work experience or voluntary placement

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work at 

entry level three in an assessment
• successful attendance at interview
• applicants will need to have an EHCP 

to be considered for this programme

What can I do after this?
• a full-time level 1 programme in 

your chosen vocational area
• progress to employment, supported 

employment or supported internships
 

Learner Pathways Level 1 
BTEC

How long: One year 
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  85805

What’s covered?
• work/employability skills
• building a CV
• working with others (including 

outward bound, sports)
• maths and English
• work experience or voluntary placement
• this course is predominantly designed 

as a transition programme for learners 
who may have experienced difficulties 
engaging in school and will help in 
deciding the next step to adulthood

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio for work Skills
• exams for maths and English

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to work 

at level one in an assessment
• successful attendance at interview

What can I do after this?
• a full-time level 1 or a 

level 2 programme in your 
chosen vocational area

• supported internships or employment
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Skills
Video production

Animation

Sound & radio

Photography

Magazine design

Computer games 
development

Television & Film 
Production

Print Media & 
Journalism

Broadcast Media

 
Media EDUCATION

Level 1 - Level 3

CAREERS
Photographer, 
audio-visual or 
broadcasting 
equipment operator
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £22,743

Journalist newspaper 
or periodical editor 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £27,268 

Arts officer, producer 
or director 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £31,840

web developer 
with a level 3 you can 
progress to higher education 
degree level and beyond

Average salary £29,000+

Creative Media
Digital Media 
Production 
Animation
Broadcast Media
Print & Journalism
Television & Film 
Production
Computer Games 
Development
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Creative Media Production Level 1 Diploma
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  60102

What’s covered?
• video production
• animation
• sound and radio
• photography
• magazine design
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• project-based, including planning, 

the finished work and evaluation

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Creative Digital Media Production 

Level 2 Extended Certificate
 

Creative Digital Media Production 
Level 2 Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  60103

What’s covered?
• video production: producing 

a short film
• audio radio production: 

creating a radio show
• advertising techniques: 

analysing adverts
• print production
• photographic techniques
• stop motion animation
• understanding the media industry
• media audiences
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Creative Media Production Level 
1 Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Creative Media Production (Animation) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma
• Creative Media Production (Broadcast 

Media) Level 3 Extended Diploma
• Creative Media Production 

(Print Media and Journalism) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma

• Creative Media Production (Television 
and Film) Level 3 Extended Diploma

• Computer Games Development 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
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Creative Digital Media Production (Games) 
Level 2 Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon or Southend
Code:  60104

What’s covered?
• deconstructing computer games
• 2D digital art for computer games
• research for creative media production
• communication techniques for 

creative media production
• 2D computer game engines
• web authoring
• the creative media sector
• media audiences and products
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Creative Media Production Level 
1 Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Creative Media Production (Animation) 

Level 3 Extended Diploma
• Creative Media Production (Broadcast 

Media) Level 3 Extended Diploma
• Creative Media Production 

(Print Media and Journalism) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma

• Creative Media Production (Television 
and Film) Level 3 Extended Diploma

• Computer Games Development 
Level 3 Extended Diploma

Creative Media Production (Animation) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  5113

What’s covered?
• digital 2D animation
• traditional 2D animation
• 3D animation (CGI)
• stop-motion animation
• film making and visual effects
• character design and 

concept development
• storyboarding
• software applications including Adobe 

Creative Suite and Final Cut Pro
• scriptwriting and narrative development
• film and animation
• cultural and contextual theory
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Creative Digital Media Production 
Level 2 Extended Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) Digital 
Animation at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Creative Media Production (Broadcast 
Media) Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60070

What’s covered?
• film
• animation
• print production
• understanding the media industries
• producing professional media products
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Creative Digital Media Production 
Level 2 Extended Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our BA 
(Hons) Film and Television 
Production at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Creative Media Production (Print Media and 
Journalism) Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6128

What’s covered?
• newspaper and magazine production
• article writing
• interview and presentation techniques
• website design
• photography
• digital image manipulation
• traditional print methods
• visual analysis
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Creative Digital Media Production 
Level 2 Extended Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Photography and BA (Hons) Graphic 
Design at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Media Production (Television and Film 
Production) Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6130

What’s covered?
• making a television advertisement
• filming a television documentary
• filming and editing a music video
• television drama
• creating motion graphics
• working with visual effects (VFX)
• short film projects and a final 

piece for exhibition
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Creative Digital Media Production 
Level 2 Extended Certificate 
plus maths and English at grade 
four/grade C, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our BA 
(Hons) Film and Television 
Production at South Essex College 
of Higher Education 

Computer Games Development 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon or Southend
Code:  6135

What’s covered?
• 3D modelling and programming
• 2D programming
• digital graphics
• drawing concept art for 

computer games
• computer game platforms 

and technology
• story development for computer games
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Creative Digital Media Production 
(Games) Level 2 Extended Certificate 
plus maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
could be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university 

or college, including our BSc 
(Hons) Computer Games 
Design at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Skills
advanced service & 
repair techniques

advanced diagnosis 
processes

theory

vehicular maths

science

electronics

ICT

Motor  
Vehicle EDUCATION

Level 1 - Level 3

CAREERS
Vehicle technician, 
mechanic or 
electrician 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £23,942

Vehicle body builder 
or repairer 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £24,858 

Tyre, exhaust or 
windscreen fitter
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £18,731 

Assembler (vehicles 
or metal goods)
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £28,846

Accident & 
Repair Paint
Motor Vehicle 
Maintenance 
& Repair 
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Motor Vehicle Accident and Repair 
Paint Level 1 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon
Code:  35056

What’s covered?
• vehicle body repair practical skills
• removing and replacing components 

and non-structural body panels
• vehicle body repair theory
• vehicle paint refinishing
• health and safety
• vehicle valeting
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade two/grade 

E in maths and English
• successful attendance at 

transition event

What can I do after this?
• Motor Vehicle Accident Repair 

Paint Level 2 Certificate
 

Motor Vehicle Maintenance and 
Repair Level 1 Certificate
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon
Code:  35049

What’s covered?
• carrying out routine 

vehicle maintenance
• chassis system faults and auxiliary 

equipment electrical faults
• development of hand 

and hand tool skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments
• examinations

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade two/grade 

E in maths and English
• successful attendance at 

transition event

What can I do after this?
• Motor Vehicle Maintenance and 

Repair Level 2 Certificate
• Fabrication and Welding 

Level 2 Certificate
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Motor Vehicle 
Accident Repair Paint 
Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year 
Where:  Basildon
Code:  35057

What’s covered?
• theory and practical skills in 

vehicle paint refinishing
• preparing vehicles for painting
• preparing and applying 

foundation materials
• vehicle body repair practical skills 

including repairing non-structural 
body panels and components

• health and safety
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Motor Vehicle Accident and Repair 

Paint Level 1 Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade three/
grade D or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Motor Vehicle Accident Repair 

Paint Level 3 Diploma
• motor vehicle apprenticeship
 

Motor Vehicle 
Maintenance and Repair 
Level 2 Certificate
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon
Code:  35047

What’s covered?
• motor vehicle practical skills
• motor vehicle technology (engine, 

chassis, transmission and electrical)
• fault diagnosis of non-complex faults
• health and safety
• removing and replacing 

units and components
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Motor Vehicle Maintenance and 

Repair Level 1 Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade three/
grade D or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Motor Vehicle Maintenance 

and Repair Level 3 Diploma
• motor vehicle apprenticeship
 
 

Motor Vehicle Maintenance and 
Repair Level 3 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon 
Code:  35052

What’s covered?
• advanced service and repair techniques
• advanced diagnosis processes
• theory including vehicular maths, 

science, electronics and ICT
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• coursework
• practical assessments

Entry requirements
• Motor Vehicle Maintenance and 

Repair Level 2 Certificate plus 
maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• you are now prepared for employment
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Skills
Planning & creating 
a musical product

Working as an 
ensemble

Rehearsal techniques

Composition

Planning a production

Exploring musical 
composition

Producing a musical 
recording

Exploring computer 
systems

 
Music EDUCATION

Level 2 – Level 3

CAREERS
Musician
with a Level 2 - 3 qualification

average salary £30,948

Technician
with a Level 2 - 3 qualification

average salary £22,743 

Music teacher
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £33,127

Session musician
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £30,000–£40,000 

Music Performance
Music Technology
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Music (Performance pathway)  
Level 2 Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  6220

What’s covered?
• planning and creating a 

musical product
• exploring the music profession
• working as an ensemble
• rehearsal techniques
• composition
• planning a production
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade 

D in maths and English
• successful attendance 

at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Music Performance Level 

3 Extended Diploma
 

Music (Technology PATHWAY)  
Level 2 Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  6220

What’s covered?
• planning and creating a 

musical product
• exploring the music profession
• exploring musical composition
• producing a musical recording
• exploring computer systems
• music theory
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade 

D in maths and English
• successful attendance 

at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Music Technology Level 3 

Extended Diploma
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Music Performance Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6219

What’s covered?
• arranging
• composing
• improvising music
• listening skills for musicians
• planning a music project
• working and developing 

as a music ensemble
• music performance session 

styles and techniques
• music theory and harmony
• singing and performance techniques
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical assessments and 

live performances
• coursework and presentations

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English 
or 
Music Performance Level 2 
Extended Certificate plus maths 
and English at grade four/grade 
C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Music Performance, Production and 
Composition at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Music Technology Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6216

What’s covered?
• acoustics
• audio engineering
• live sound
• concert staging and production
• music sequencing
• music theory
• listening skills for musicians
• sound for film
• music industry
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical assessments and 

live performances
• coursework and presentations

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Music Technology Level 2 
Extended Certificate plus maths 
and English at grade four/grade 
C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BA (Hons) 
Music Performance, Production and 
Composition at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Skills
Performing 
scripted plays

Devising plays

Acting skills

Physical theatre

Production process

Classical ballet

Contemporary dance

Jazz 

Tap

Performing  
Arts EDUCATION

Level 2 – Level 3

CAREERS
Actor, entertainer 
or presenter
with a Level 2 - 3 qualification

average salary £29,709 

Dancer or 
choreographer
with a Level 2 - 3 qualification

average salary £32,396 

Drama therapist
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £26,250-£48,000

Drama teacher
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies

average salary £33,127

Performing Arts
Acting
Dance
Musical Theatre
Technical
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Performing Arts 
(Acting) Level 2 
Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  60105

What’s covered?
• performing scripted plays
• devising plays
• acting skills
• physical theatre
• production process
• performing arts business
• visits to professional theatrical 

productions and participation 
in external workshops

• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade 

D in maths and English
• you will be asked to provide evidence 

of your ability in the subject which 
will be in the form of an audition

What can I do after this?
• Performing Arts (Acting) Level 

3 Extended Diploma

Performing Arts 
(Dance) Level 2 
Extended Certificate
BTEC

How long: One year
Where:  Southend
Code:  60106

What’s covered?
• classical ballet
• contemporary dance
• jazz 
• tap
• commercial 
• choreography
• performing arts industry
• production processes
• professional development
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade 

D in maths and English
• you will be asked to provide evidence 

of your ability in the subject which 
will be in the form of an audition

What can I do after this?
• Performing Arts (Dance) Level 

3 Extended Diploma

Performing Arts (Acting) Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60107

What’s covered?
• historical context of performance
• the performing arts business
• physical theatre performance
• children’s theatre performance
• acting auditions
• acting for film and TV
• classical and contemporary theatre
• developing your voice
• scriptwriting skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English   
or 
Performing Arts (Acting) Level 2 
Extended Certificate plus maths 
and English at grade four/grade 
C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
will be in the form of an audition

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university, college 

or conservatoire, including our HND 
Performance at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Performing Arts (Dance) Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60108

What’s covered?
• classical ballet
• jazz
• tap
• contemporary 
• commercial
• musical theatre
• performance skills
• choreography
• critical and contextual 

practice in performance
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Performing Arts (Dance) Level 2 
Extended Certificate plus maths 
and English at grade four/grade 
C or above, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
will be in the form of an audition

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university, college 

or conservatoire, including our HND 
Performance at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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Performing Arts (Musical Theatre) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  60109

What’s covered?
• musical theatre performance
• singing skills and the 

principles of acting
• jazz, ballet, tap and 

contemporary dance
• developing voice
• historical context of performance
• performing arts business
• audition techniques
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• rehearsals and performances
• portfolios, essays and presentations
• evaluations and group discussions

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Performing Arts (Acting or Dance) 
Level 2 Extended Certificate 
plus maths and English at grade 
four/grade C, or equivalent

• you will be asked to provide evidence 
of your ability in the subject which 
will be in the form of an audition

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university, college 

or conservatoire, including our HND 
Performance at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Production Arts (Technical) 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Thurrock
Code:  6239

What’s covered?
• production arts planning
• production arts workshops
• historical context of performance
• production for theatre performance
• performing arts business
• automated stage lighting
• stage lighting operations
• stage sound design
• stage management
• deputy stage management
• assistant stage management
• stage technical maintenance
• theatre front of house operations
• puppet construction and operations
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• practical tasks and supporting 

written material

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English 
• you will be asked to provide evidence 

of your ability in the subject which 
will be in the form of a portfolio

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for employment
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Skills
policies and services

Discipline

Crime and effect

Fitness & training

adventurous 
expeditions

Command & control

Responding to 
emergencies

Planning & management

Practical team sports

Security procedures

Forensic evidence 
collection & analysis

Public  
Services EDUCATION

Level 1 – Level 2

CAREERS
Police officer 
(sergeant or below)
with a  Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £37,694 

Police community 
support officer
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £28,165 

Senior police officer
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £53,428 

Officer in  
armed forces
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £25,984 while you train. 
This rises to £31,232 when you are 

commissioned as a Second Lieutenant

Public Services
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Public Services 
Level 1 Diploma
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend  
  and Thurrock
Code:  20256

What’s covered?
• working in public services
• career planning for public services
• expedition skills
• fitness testing and training 
• volunteering in public services
• public service incidents
• public services: assisting the public
• forensic detection
• searching for a job
• applying for a job
• preparation for interview
• time management
• skills for team workers
• setting and meeting targets at work
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio of evidence

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Public Services Level 2 Diploma

Public Services 
Level 2 Diploma
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend  
  and Thurrock
Code:  20257

What’s covered?
• working in public services
• career planning for public services
• basic first aid principles
• using ICT in the workplace
• crime and society
• planning own fitness programme
• adventurous activities and 

teamwork for the public services
• carrying out a public services project
• working in a team
• volunteering in public services
• effective communication 

in the workplace
• interview skills
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio of evidence

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Public Services Level 1 Diploma 
plus maths and English at 
level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Public Services Level 3 

Extended Diploma

Public Services  
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Basildon, Southend  
  and Thurrock
Code:  5459

What’s covered?
• government, policies and 

the public services
• leadership and teamwork 

in the public services
• citizenship, diversity and 

the public services
• understanding discipline in the 

uniformed public services
• exercise, health and lifestyle
• skills for land-based outdoor 

and adventurous activities
• crime and its effect on society
• land navigation by map and compass
• maths and English
• fitness testing and training
• outdoor and adventurous expeditions
• command and control in the 

uniformed public services
• responding to emergency 

service incidents
• planning and management 

of major incidents
• practical team sports
• security procedures in 

the public services
• instructing physical activity and exercise
• forensic evidence collection and analysis

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations, reports, essays, 

exhibitions and discussions

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English 
or 
Public Services Level 2 Diploma 
plus maths at grade four/grade 
C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event 

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college to study subjects such 
as criminology or sociology
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Skills
Anatomy for sport 
& exercise

Sport & exercise 
physiology

Sport & exercise 
psychology

Fitness testing for 
sport & exercise

Sports nutrition

Sports coaching

Principles of 
customer care

Planning a 
training session

 
Sport EDUCATION

Level 1 – Level 3

CAREERS
Leisure or  
sports manager
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £27,820 

Sports player
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £23,010 

Sports coach 
instructor or official
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £33,982 

Fitness instructor
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £15,539 

Sport & Active 
Leisure
Physical Activity 
Fitness & Exercise 
Football Academy 
Sport & Exercise 
Sciences
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Sport and Active Leisure Level 1 Diploma
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  55121

What’s covered?
• working in sport and active leisure
• taking part in exercise and fitness
• risks and hazards in sport 

and active leisure
• components and functions of 

the body in physical activity
• planning a healthy diet
• understanding the principles of 

conducting coaching activities in sport
• planning own fitness programme
• assisting a leader of sports or 

active leisure activities to plan 
and deliver an activity

• searching for a job
• applying for a job
• preparation for interview
• time management
• skills for team workers
• setting and meeting targets at work
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio of evidence

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

What can I do after this?
• Sport and Active Leisure 

Level 2 Diploma
• Physical Activity, Fitness and 

Exercise Science Level 2 Diploma

Physical Activity, Fitness and Exercise 
Science Level 2 Diploma
Active IQ

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  55123

What’s covered?
• principles of anatomy, 

physiology and fitness
• planning and instructing 

gym-based exercise
• principles of customer care
• working in active leisure facilities
• health and safety in the workplace
• managing personal and 

professional development
• skills for entering employment
• planning a circuit training session
• instructing a circuit training session
• planning a kettlebell exercise session
• instructing a kettlebell exercise session
• planning a suspended movement 

training exercise session
• instructing a suspended movement 

training exercise session
• organising events in active leisure
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• multiple-choice theory exams
• assignments and worksheets
• observations

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English  
or 
Sport and Active Leisure Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Physical Activity, Fitness and 

Exercise Level 3 Diploma
• Sport and Exercise Sciences 

Level 3 Extended Diploma
• Football Academy Level 3 Diploma
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Sport and Active Leisure Level 2 Diploma
Gateway

How long: One year
Where:  Basildon, Southend and Thurrock
Code:  55122

What’s covered?
• practical sport
• interview skills
• working in a team
• effective communication 

in the workplace
• fitness testing and training
• anatomy and physiology for sport
• psychology for sports performance
• exercise and fitness instruction
• planning and leading sport 

or active leisure activities
• basic first aid principles
• maths and English

How will my work be assessed?
• portfolio of evidence

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English  
or 
Sport and Active Leisure Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

What can I do after this?
• Football Academy Level 3 Diploma
• Sport and Exercise Sciences 

Level 3 Extended Diploma
• Physical Activity, Fitness and 

Exercise Level 3 Diploma
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Football Academy Level 3 Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  55126

What’s covered?
Year one:
• anatomy for sport and exercise
• sport and exercise physiology
• sport and exercise psychology
• fitness testing for sport and exercise
• sports nutrition
• sports coaching
• maths and English
Year two:
• sports injuries
• practical team sports
• work experience in sport
• research project in sport 

and exercise sciences
• research methods in sport 

and exercise sciences
• sports biomechanics in action

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations, reports, essays, 

exhibitions, discussions, group 
work and individual assessments

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and 
physical education 
or 
Sport and Active Leisure Level 
2 Diploma plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance at football trial

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BSc (Hons) 
Sport Studies at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Golf Academy Level 3 Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  55139

What’s covered?
Year one:
• anatomy for sport and exercise
• sport and exercise physiology
• sport and exercise psychology
• fitness testing for sport and exercise
• sports nutrition
• sports coaching
• maths and English
Year two:
• sports injuries
• practical team sports
• work experience in sport
• research project in sport 

and exercise sciences
• research methods in sport 

and exercise sciences
• sports biomechanics in action

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations
• reports
• essays
• exhibitions

• discussions
• group work
• individual 

assessments

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths, English and 
physical education 
or

• Sport and Active Leisure Level 
2 Diploma plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance at Golf trial

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or college
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Physical Activity, Fitness and 
Exercise Level 3 Diploma
Active IQ

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  55124

What’s covered?
• principles of anatomy, 

physiology and fitness
• planning and instructing 

gym-based exercise
• principles of customer care
• working in active leisure facilities
• health and safety in the workplace
• managing personal and 

professional development
• skills for entering employment
• planning a circuit training session
• instructing a circuit training session
• planning a kettlebell exercise session
• instructing a kettlebell exercise session
• planning a suspended movement 

training exercise session
• instructing a suspended movement 

training exercise session
• organising events in active leisure
• maths and English

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above in maths, English, science and 
physical education 
or 
Physical Activity, Fitness and Exercise 
Science Level 2 Diploma plus 
maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations, practical 

assignments and coursework
• exams

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BSc (Hons) 
Sport Studies at South Essex College 
of Higher Education

Sport and Exercise Sciences 
Level 3 Extended Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6503

What’s covered?
Year one:
• anatomy for sport and exercise
• sport and exercise physiology 
• sport and exercise psychology
• research methods for sport 

and exercise sciences
• fitness testing for sport and exercise
• exercise, health and lifestyle
• sports nutrition
• current issues in sport
• sports coaching
• maths and English
Year two:
• research project in sport 

and exercise sciences
• sports biomechanics in action 
• fitness training and programming
• sports injuries 
• practical team sports
• applied sport and exercise psychology
• applied sport and exercise physiology
• work experience in sport
• laboratory and experimental methods 

in sport and exercise sciences

You can study A-level Biology 
alongside this course.

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above in maths, English, science and 
physical education  
or 
Sport and Active Leisure Level 
2 Diploma plus maths and 
English at grade four/grade C 
or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

How will my work be assessed?
• presentations, reports, essays, 

exhibitions, discussions, group 
work and individual assessments

What can I do after this?
• higher education at university or 

college, including our BSc (Hons) 
Sport Studies at South Essex College 
of Higher Education
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SKILLS
travel &  
tourism sector

Customer service

destinations

Hospitality operations

Events, conferences 
and exhibitions

Marketing

Resort

Health & safety

Security

Aircraft dispatch

Airfield operations

Travel & 
Tourism 

CAREERS
Hotel or 
accommodation 
manager/proprietor 
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £19,318 

Travel agent
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £20,377 

Air travel assistant
with a Level 1 - 3 qualification

average salary £24,117

Air traffic controller
a Level 3 qualification you 
can progress to degree and 
post-graduate studies 

average salary £72,686  

Aircraft pilot or 
flight engineer
with a Level 3 qualification 
you can progress to degree 
and post-graduate studies 

average salary £74,792 

EDUCATION
Level 1 – Level 3

Travel & Tourism
Air Cabin Crew 
Aviation Operations160
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Travel and Tourism 
Level 1 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  55109

What’s covered?
Year one:
• the UK travel industry
• the UK tourism industry
• customer service in travel and tourism
• locational geography
• maths and English
Optional units cover a range 
of specialisms including:
• accessible travel and tourism
• travel and tourism itineraries
• worldwide travel and 

tourism destinations
• the role of overseas resort 

representatives
• providing information on 

a tourism destination

Entry requirements
• demonstrate the ability to 

work at level one in maths and 
English in an assessment

• successful attendance at 
transition event

How will my work be assessed?
• multiple choice examination
• assignments
• practical demonstrations and role plays

What can I do after this?
• Travel and Tourism Level 2 Diploma

Air Cabin Crew 
Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend 
Code:  55111

What’s covered? 
• working as cabin crew
• airline health, safety and security
• aircraft emergency situations
• dealing with passengers 

on board aircraft
• cabin service - selling techniques
• making passenger announcements 

on board aircraft
• employment rights and responsibilities 

in the passenger transport sector
• maths and English

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Travel and Tourism Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

How will my work be assessed? 
• multiple choice examination
• assignments
• practical demonstrations and role plays

What can I do after this?
• Travel and Tourism Level 

3 Extended Diploma

Travel and Tourism Level 2 Diploma
City & Guilds

How long: One year
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6657

What’s covered? 
• interpersonal skills
• worldwide travel and tourism
• principles of customer service
• resort representatives
• introduction to the cruise industry
• customer service and selling skills
• retail travel
• maths and English

Entry requirements
• GCSEs at grade three/grade D in maths 

and English 
or 
Travel and Tourism Level 1 
Diploma plus maths and English 
at level one, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

How will my work be assessed? 
• short answer questions
• assignments
• practical demonstrations and role plays
• online tests

What can I do after this?
• Travel and Tourism Level 

3 Extended Diploma
• Aviation Operations Level 3 Diploma
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Travel and Tourism Level 3 Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend and Thurrock
Code:  6635

What’s covered?
• investigating the travel 

and tourism sector
• the business of travel and tourism
• the UK as a destination
• customer service in travel and tourism
• long-haul travel destinations
• UK visitor attractions
• hospitality operations in 

travel and tourism
• entertainment for holidaymakers
• events, conferences and exhibitions
• marketing travel and tourism 

products and services
• resort representatives
• work experience in the travel 

and tourism sector
• maths and English

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English  
or 
Travel and Tourism Level 2 Diploma 
plus maths and English at grade 
four/grade C, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

How will my work be assessed?
• written reports, graphs and posters
• projects and performance observation
• time-constrained assessments

What can I do after this?
• you are prepared for 

employment in the industry

Aviation Operations Level 3 Diploma
BTEC

How long: Two years
Where:  Southend
Code:  6664

What’s covered? 
• the UK aviation industry
• health and safety in the 

aviation industry
• security in the aviation industry
• inter-relationships within the 

UK aviation industry
• customer service in the aviation industry
• aircraft dispatch
• airfield operations
• maths and English
• In the second year you will undertake 

research on optional units such as:
• managing conflict in aviation
• aviation geography and terminology
• aviation economics
• marketing
• preparation for employment

Entry requirements
• four GCSEs at grade four/grade C or 

above, including maths and English 
or 
Travel and Tourism Level 2 Diploma 
plus maths and English at grade four/
grade C or above, or equivalent

• successful attendance 
at interview event

How will my work be assessed?
• written reports, graphs and posters
• projects and performance observation
• time-constrained assessments

What can I do after this?
you are prepared for employment 
in the industry
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Basildon Campus
The Basildon Campus 
offers a range of vocational 
courses set in realistic 
work environments.

Thurrock Campus
There are specialist 
workshop and studio 
spaces linked to courses for 
construction, engineering, 
media and creative arts, 
in addition to facilities for 
logistics, childcare, health & 
social care and IT courses.

The Backstage 

Centre, Purfleet
Designed by experts in 
the theatre, music and 
live events industry, The 
Backstage Centre offers a 
bespoke environment that 
allows full-scale venue-style 
training opportunities.

Southend Campus
Located next to Southend 
Central station, our campus 
offers A-level courses 
and an impressive range 
of vocational subjects in 
realistic work environments 
using cutting-edge  
technology.

The Forum 

Southend-on-Sea
An ultra-modern library 
and learning zone, The 
Forum is located opposite 
our Southend Campus. 
The Forum houses a 
huge range of books and 
resources as well as over 
100 new computers and 
wifi access for your laptop 
and mobile devices.

Our Campuses
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Tuition fees
Tuition fees cover the cost of tuition 
and examinations. You do not have 
to pay tuition fees if you are aged 
between 16 and 18 and have been living 
in the UK or an EU country for three 
years prior to starting your studies.

If you have not been living in the UK 
or an EU country for three years prior 
to starting your studies, don’t worry, as 
you may still be able to study for free 
or at a reduced cost. Please refer to 
our website for up-to-date details.

Further funding 
assistance
Discretionary funds are available to assist students with an identified financial need. These 
funds can be used to assist with travel costs as well as essential learning resources.

16-19 bursary fund
If you are aged between 16 and 18 as 
of 31 August 2017 and your family is 
on a low income you may be eligible to 
receive a discretionary award towards 
the additional costs associated with 
your course. In some circumstances you 
may also be awarded a fixed amount to 
help support you during your studies.

Bursary application forms are available 
on our website or you can contact the 
funding team on the number below. 

Email: Funding@southessex.ac.uk

Care to Learn
If you are a parent aged under 20, you 
may be eligible to apply for childcare 
and travel support. To receive more 
information or to apply please call.

TEL: 0800 121 8989 

We welcome students who have a 
disability and/or learning difficulty. We 
appreciate and value the contribution 
that individuals with learning difficulties 
and/or disabilities bring to the College. 

The College is committed to making 
students with additional support needs 
feel valued, respected and supported. We 
aim to create an inclusive environment 
where all students are treated on the basis 
of their merits, ability and potential. 

If you have a special educational 
needs or disability and want to discuss 
this, we have a team at each of our 
main campuses where you can speak 
to staff to discuss your needs.

Email: additionallearningsupportteam@
southessex.ac.uk

Staff view the cross-college safeguarding team as very 

approachable and value their expertise highly. members 

of the safeguarding team maintain very good contacts 

with partners such as local police, local authority 

social services and youth offending teams, mental 

health practitioners and a good range of specialist 

agencies. These contacts ensure that swift referrals 

to appropriate agencies when circumstances demand.

Additional 
learning support
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Our aim is to improve the College 
experience for all students, both 
academically and socially. 

We also organise regular Student Union 
meetings, which allow us to provide 
student feedback to College staff on 
courses and teaching. We are a big part 
of several student projects too, such 
as video diaries and social networking. 
Everything we do is about making your 
time here exciting and memorable. 

Drop us a line on Facebook or email us.

Email: studentunion@southessex.ac.uk

If South Essex College is the nearest 
provider of your chosen course and 
if you live more than three miles 
from the College campus, your 
local authority can tell you if you 
are eligible for help with travel. 

Contact your local authority for 
information on their Discretionary 
Post 16 Transport Scheme:

• Essex County Council  
0845 603 2200 
www.essex.gov.uk/schooltransport 

• Southend Borough Council  
01702 215 000 
www.southend.gov.uk 

• Thurrock Borough Council 
01375 652 511 
www.thurrock.gov.uk

Many transport providers in the 
local area offer discounts on weekly 
and monthly tickets as well as some 
providing special student discounts.

Contact your local transport 
provider for further details. 

These may include:

• Oyster cards  
www.tfl.gov.uk/tickets 

• Arriva online discounts for monthly 
tickets  
www.arrivabus.co.uk/south-east 

• Greater Anglia discounted scholar’s 
season tickets 
www.greenrailtravel.co.uk 

• Ensignbus discounted monthly 
tickets 
www.ensignbus.com 

• C2C student smartcard discounted 
tickets 
www.c2c-online.co.uk

Travel assistance Student Union

Throughout the year we 
hold social events, run 
College societies, as well as 
organising physical activities 
and charity initiatives.
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