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Support for students with Disabilities or

Specific Learning Difficulties

Now that you have decided to study for your chosen Higher Education programme you may be wondering if you are entitled to support for your disability or specific learning difficulty, this includes mental health difficulties. 
A Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) may help pay for extra costs you may incur as a direct result of your disability or specific learning difficulty.  The allowances may help with the cost of a non–medical personal helper, items of specialist equipment, travel and other related costs. For example, you may have a need for one to one help if you are visually/hearing impaired or have a specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia or dyspraxia.
Once Student Finance England have considered your application and agreed your eligibility you will be referred to an Access Centre for a Needs Assessment. Student Finance England will send you a list of Access Centres in your area, alternatively you can contact the HE Learning Support Co-ordinator on 0845 52 12345 or on guidance@southessex.ac.uk  and we can assist you with booking an appointment with the assessor from University of Essex.     
The Needs Assessment is a meeting between you and an independent assessor, who has knowledge and experience of students with disabilities studying in Higher Education. At the meeting you and the assessor will agree the equipment and support that you will need for your study programme. The assessor may also make the recommendation for special exam considerations, i.e. to be awarded extra time or the use of a reader or scribe. The assessor will then write a report and make any recommendations for support to Student Finance England.  It is important to take along to your Needs Assessment, any assessment or medical proof of your disability, for example, an Educational Psychologist Report undertaken after the age of 16 or a Consultant letter.  
The booklet ‘Bridging the Gap’ will answer in detail any questions you may have relating to eligibility for a DSA.  This booklet is available direct from the Department For Innovation, Universities and Skills by telephoning 0800 7319133, in alternative formats.  There is a textphone number for people with a hearing impairment 0800 3288988. The guide is also available on the following website: www.direct.gov.uk or you can ask your local authority to send you one.  
It is important that you initiate this process as soon as possible after you have completed a UCAS application; the earlier you apply the greater your chance that any support you require will have been agreed and put in place at the start of your course.  Evidence requirements such as an Educational Psychologist assessment may be funded or part funded where necessary through the Access to Learning Fund.

In relation to examination and coursework considerations, you are strongly advised to refer to your Higher Education Handbook which you will receive once you have started your HE programme and to discuss any specific needs with your personal tutor/course team leader. It is your responsibility to initiate any application for additional arrangements. 

Please note there are major differences in the way support needs, examination and coursework considerations are assessed and met in Further Education and Higher Education.  Therefore if you require further assistance with any of these processes, please contact the Learning Support Team via email at guidance@southessex.ac.uk or visit Learner Services.   

For more information on the range of general support and advice available through Learner Services (including Careers support, advice on funding and our College JobShop) please visit www.southessex.ac.uk or call 0845 52 12345 (minicom 01702 220642).
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