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This fee guide is for any student commencing their Higher Education course at South Essex College of Further and Higher Education from September 2011 onwards and should be read in conjunction with ‘Fees Table & Payment Schedule’ and ‘Regulations relating to Registration’.
This guide is intended for students whose home is in England, Wales or in the European Union (including the EEA) who will be enrolling on a higher education course with the South Essex College.

Please note that this guide only provides general information regarding tuition fees and the financial support available to you.  For full information regarding tuition fees please refer to ‘Fees Table and Payment Schedule for fees and payment methods applicable for the 2011/12 academic year.  More details can also be found on the Student Finance Direct website: www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance  where you can also download a booklet entitled “A Guide to Financial Support For Higher Education Students in 2011/12 & Higher Education Student Finance – How you are assessed and paid”, or by contacting your Local Authority or  contacting the Student Grants Unit Information line 0800 731 9133.
This guide has been set out in a question and answer format with the most commonly asked questions.  The first thing is to establish what type of student you are i.e. ‘Home’, ‘European (EU)’or ‘International’ 

AM I A ‘HOME’ STUDENT?

Please note that if you satisfy all of the following criteria you are classed as a home student:

(1) You must have been ‘settled’ in the UK on the ‘relevant date’. This means that you must be a British Citizen or have the Right of Abode or Indefinite Leave to enter/remain in the UK. You must have this settled status on the relevant date which is 1st September for courses starting in the Autumn term.

AND

(2) ‘You must also have been ‘ordinarily resident’ in the UK & Islands (the Islands being the Channel Islands & Isle of Man) for a FULL THREE YEAR PERIOD BEFORE the 1ST September.  This would mean that a person starting a course in September 2010 would have to have been ordinarily resident in the UK & Islands from 1st September 2008, until 31 August 2011.

AND
(3) The main purpose of your residence in the UK and Islands must not have been to receive full-time education during any part of the three year period.
Please note that your Local Authority or the Student Loans Company (if you live in one of the local authority areas where student support applications are being dealt with by the Student Loans Company), make the final decision as to whether you meet the residence requirement to qualify as a “home” student for the purpose of a student loan application.
AM I A ‘EUROPEAN’ STUDENT?

To qualify as an EU student you need to satisfy the following criteria, please note this is not exhaustive definition and the final decision is made by the EU Team at the Student Loans Company.

The points below refer to the EEA which includes all 27 EU countries plus Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein. 

1) You are an EU national or a family member of an EU national

2) You have been living within the EEA or Switzerland for the three years immediately before the start of your course

3) Your main reason for being in the EEA or Switzerland was not to receive a full-time education.  (However, if you or your parent, guardian or partner were temporarily employed outside the EEA or Switzerland for all or part of the three-year period, you may still qualify)

4) You are studying either a 

(i)   First degree, e.g. BA; BSc

(ii)  Foundation degree

(iii) Higher National Diploma

(iv) Higher National Certificate

AM I AN ‘INTERNATIONAL’ STUDENT?
If you do not qualify as either a ‘home’ student or a student from the ‘European Union’ as detailed above, you are regarded as an international student and a separate guide has been published.  Please contact Student Support Services or Admissions on 01702 220400 or e-mail admissions@southessex.ac.uk  for further information.

HOW CAN I FUND MY TUITION FEES?

Full-Time ‘Home’ Students 

There are three ways you can fund/part-fund payment of your tuition fees. 

1) An application can be made for a tuition fee student loan (non-means tested) which is repayable after you have started work and earning over £15,000 per annum.  The maximum you can apply for is the cost of the course i.e. £3,375.00 which is paid direct to the College by the Loans Company. If you intend to apply for this assistance you must do so as soon as possible.

Please note a new application for assistance with fees needs to be made at the beginning of each academic year.  The loan is not brought forward automatically from the previous year and the course fees will rise annually with inflation each year.
2) with the assistance of College bursary payments as detailed in the ‘Fees Table and Payment Schedule’
3) The third way of funding your course is through private means please refer to ‘Fees Table and Payment Schedule’  

Full-Time ‘European (EU)’ Students

There are two ways you can fund/part-fund payment of your fees. 

1) An application can be made for a tuition fee student loan (which is non-means tested) and is repayable after you have left college and earning at the repayment threshold.  The maximum you can apply for is the cost of the course i.e. £3,375.00 which is paid direct to the College by the Loan Company.  If you intend to apply for this assistance you must do so as soon as possible.

Please note a new application for assistance with fees needs to be made at the beginning of each academic year.  The loan is not brought forward automatically from the previous year and the course fees will rise annually with inflation each year.   Further guidance is available from the Student Loan Company, e-mail address: EU_Team@slc.co.uk, or refer to the website at www.studentfinancedirect.co.uk/EU

2) The second way of funding your course is through private means please refer to ‘Fees Table an Payment Schedule’.
Part-Time ‘Home’ and ‘European (EU)’ Students

For ‘home’ students there are four ways you can fund payment of your fees (for EU students only the first three options apply):

1) You may be entitled to a tuition fee /maintenance grant for all or part of your fees from your Local Authority (LA) (formally known as the LEA).  This is means tested (i.e. your household income is taken into account when assessing your application).  If you intend to apply for this assistance you must do so as soon as possible.

Please note a new application for assistance with fees needs to be made at the beginning of each academic year.  Your award is not brought forward automatically from the previous year and the course fees will rise annually with inflation each year.
2) The second way of funding your course is through private means please refer to ‘Fees Table & Payment Schedule’.
3)  The third way is sponsorship by an employer.  If your employer is sponsoring you, please provide a letter of authorisation from your employer requesting an invoice for the payment of fees.  
4) (For ‘home’ part time students only)

1. If your circumstances are such that you do not qualify for a tuition fee grant, you may wish to consider a Career Development Loan (CDL).  This can be used to pay for course fees; books; equipment; tools; childcare and living expenses.  You can apply to borrow up to 80% of your course fees (although this is increased to 100% if you have been out of work).  You cannot use this Loan to pay for anything that is being financed by another public funded source.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

If you have applied to your Local Authority or EU Team for assistance, including a student tuition fee loan you will be sent a support notification from Student Finance Direct. This will detail the amount of fees for which you are liable and any additional grants that you may be entitled to.  You will need to bring this with you to enrolment to evidence their approval of your application.  If this is not available then you will need to produce evidence of your application to them.
There are two types of support notifications.  One is a provisional rating where the Local Authority requires additional information or documentation to back up the declaration on your assessment form, which may be subject to change.  You will be asked to pay any liability shown on the support notification.  Please note however, that until you are in receipt of a finalised support notification from the Local Authority you are liable for the full cost of the course.

When you have received your finalised support notification, it means that all relevant information has been processed and you are liable for the fees shown on the notification.  You must ensure that this is provided at enrolment or is subsequently given in at Reception for the attention of the Finance Department.  The fees will then be paid direct to South Essex College. 

If you are applying for a career development loan you will have to do so through one of the approved providers and it is your responsibility to ensure that payment is made for
 your course fees.

HOW DO I RECEIVE MY LOAN FOR A MAINTENANCE/HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT?

If you are entitled to a student maintenance loan/maintenance grant it is paid in three instalments and you are sent a payment schedule by the Student Loan Company to advise when you can expect monies to be received.  The first instalment, due at the beginning of the academic year is subject to confirmation by the Finance department that you have enrolled and the details held by the Local Authority/Student Loan Company are correct.  Please note – confirmation of your enrolment will not be made until you have enrolled and your support notification is received in Finance (This will not be the date on your payment schedule).

Any entitlements to bursaries are also paid in three instalments and these will be received after your payment from the SLC as it is subject to confirmation of your attendance on the course.  Payment is made directly into your bank account.

WHAT IF I HAVEN’T RECEIVED MY SUPPORT NOTIFICATION?

It is your responsibility to chase the Local Authority for your support notification and to supply any additional information and/or supporting documentation, which may be required.  We require you to bring this along with you to your enrolment slot, or if it has not been finalised we will need evidence that your application has been sent and is being processed.
WHAT HAPPENS IF I LEAVE MY COURSE?

You will be liable for tuition fees, even if you leave your course early.  See document entitled ‘Regulations relating to Registration’ and ‘Fee Table & Payment Schedule’.  If you have applied for a tuition fee loan however, and leave before December 1st you will need to fund your study independently, as under the terms and conditions of the loan funds are not paid unless you are in attendance on this date.   As stated at the beginning of this guide this is only intended to cover general information regarding your tuition fees.  If you have any queries regarding any aspect of this guide, please contact the Finance Department at the South Essex College on 01702 220595. 

